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" PEASE IV
(20 August ~ 18 September)

Introduotion

While the action at Matanikau on 19 Auzuot had effective-
ly dispersed the last of the original enemy garrison on Guadal-
canal, there were strong indications that an effort would be made
to regain posgession of the island with fresh troops, However the
total lack of alrcraft prevented effective reconnaissance ex-
cept of the limlted areas within reach of ground patrols and 1%
was not until 19 August, when a combat patrol wiped out a party of
Japanese a days march to the east, that an attack appeared immin-
ent. AT that time four of our battalions were holding preparcd
beach defenses and a short flank extension along the Tenaru, the
remaining battaelion being kept in hand for counteratteck. Pat-
rolling and sccurity mcasurcs weore incrcascd, particularly on the
LuStCrn flank,

Battle Along the Tenaru

During the early hours of the night 20-21 August list-
ening posts esgtablished east of tine Tenaru fired flares and fell
back on the main position reporting enemy movement to the east.
This was followed by a small amount of rifle fire tut neither
fact was considered of particular significance as minor affraye
with small enemy parties were of almost nightly occurrence.

At 0310, however heavy firing was heard from the mouth
of the river where 1ts channel, in dry weather, is blocked from
the sea by an exposed sand spit some 100 yards .in width. This .
bar was covered by a 37mm gun of the Special Weapons Battalion
supported by a few mechine guns and a small group of riflemen of
the 2nd Bn 1st Marines (Pollock) which garrisoned thc scetor. It
wes agelnst thesc light defenscs thet the cnemy delivered their
first assault - a quiock surprisc thrust across the bar by some
€00 enemy infantry attacking in mass formation, The position was
not wired in and the enemy at first gained some success, breaking
into the position and securing possession of some of the emplace-
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ments. In this initial '‘assault the enemy lost heavily from tne ef-
fect of the canister and machine gun fire which swept hils exposed
route of approach. Positions wihich were not overrun maintained
their fire and the Japanese were unaktle to reorganize or extend

~ their foothold within our lines. Shortly thereafter Company &, in
battalion reserve, reached the point of contact and launched a
counterattack which succeeded in restoring the position and driv-
ing the enemy back across the bar.

Additional forces were soon involved on both sides and
the action developed into a fire fight at close range. The Japan-
gse placed heavy concentrations of artillery, mortar and machirie
gun fire on our positions at the end of the sand bar in an effort
to blast a gap in the defenses, On the other side of the river
the 2nd Battalion strengthened its positions and, taking advantage
of the opportunity for enfilade afforded by the reentrant trace
of the river, swept the enemy line with the flanking fire of thelr
infantry weapons. At 0400 and again at 0515 prepared artillery
concentrations were placed on the Japanese positions by 3rd Bn
11lth Marines. Although observation was difficult because of the
darkness the fire appeared to be well placed and effective,

By daybreak 1t was apparent that fthe 2nd Battallion, al-
though seriously outnumbered at the actual point of contact, had
gained definite fire superlority due to its advantage of position
and strong artillery support, The enemy force did not appear to
exceed one reinforced battallon and it was declded to pass the
division reserve battallon across the river to effect an envelop-
ment. Accordingly lst Bn lst Marines (Cresswell) was ordered to
cross the river at a point upstream from the enemy position and
move agalinst the enemy's exposed left flank and rear, The order
was executed promptly and at 0950 the battalion commander was in
position to begin the first phase of his attack a movement to the
north and northwest to gain the hostile rear.

Company C (Stevenson), advancing on the right, reached
the Tteach in the vicinity of Block Four Village where 1t encount-
ered an enemy force of one platoon with machine guns., Company C
advanced the attack, rapidly moving one platoon to the left to
isolate the enemy group from the main body at the Tenaru. The
hostile reaction took the form of the customary bayonet charge
whieh was beaten off with heavy losses, Thereupon Company C
closed in and bayoneted the survivors.
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, Company A (Brush), on the left, moved north and then
northwest without opposition. By 1230 both companies changed dir-
ection to the west to reach the rear of the maln enemy position.

On the left a detachment of Company D was employed to prevent a
nostile movement to the south. As the advarce continued the enemy .
wag forced into a confined position at the mouth of the Tenaru,
Several efforts to break through toward the south were stopped by
the Company D detachment and by 1400 the enemy was completely en--
circled. Some attempted to escape out to sea but were picked off -
by rifle fire, Before the maneuver was complected several groups
attempted to make thelr way eastward along the bcach but were de-
stroyed or turned back by fightcr aircraft which had arrivcd tac
prcevious day. ' '

To conclude the engagement before nightfall a llght tank
platoon {Case) crossed the sand spit at 1500 and attacked the en~
emy position with canister and machine gun fire. Two tanks were
disabled, one by an anti-tank mine, but the crews were rescued by
the close supporting ection of other tanks., Following the tank
attack the infantry closed cn the position and mopped up the re-
maining resistance, ‘

By 1700 the overation was completed with almost complete
annihilation of the enemy. It 1s estimated 200 Japanese were kil-
led. One surrendered and fourteen were taken prisoner:. Only
two of the prisoners were unwounded. OQur losses were thirty-four
marines killed and seventy-five wounded. '

The following items of enemy materlel were captured:

10 Heavy Machine Guns.

20 Light Machine Guns.

20 Heavy Grenade Tarowers.

700 Rifles. :

20 Pistols.

Undetermined number of sabres and hand grenades.,

3 7O0mm Battalion Guns.

12 Flame Throwers (never used in operation).
Demolition equipment including largc quantitics of
preparcd TNT charges, anti-tank mincs and bangalore
torpedoes.
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Mopping up operations following the engagement along
the Tenaru indicated that the enemy force of ‘apbout 1100 men had
been almost entirely destroyed. Those who survived were reported
drifting to the east and pillaging native gardens to obtaln food.
However, 1t soon became apparent that the Japanese had by no means
abandoned their basli¢ design of recovering the airfield. Alr
patrols indicated that hostile surface vessels were meking regular
trips to Guadalcanal, and at sunset on 24 August scout bomters
attacked a hostile surface .force of crulsers, destroyers and trans-
ports 150 miles northwest of Guadalcanal. They inflicted heavy
damage, probably sinking a crulser and a larEe transport, and dam-
aging other vessels. At 0200 2 September a second enemy task force
was attacked near Talvu while engaged in landing tocops. Mean~
while the 1ntcnsity of enemy air attacks on our positions wes
steadlily increasced,

It was plain that the enemy was tuilding up a secopnd and
larger force to the east of Lunga Point and 1t was equally clear
"that some form of offensive action on our part would be necessary.
The means and methods were the only questions, The remalning bat-
talion of the Fifth Marines rejoined from lulagl on 21 August and
consideration was gilven employing it in an operation to the east.
However the enemy was again showing strength in the Matanlkau
area and there were indications that he had reinforced his posit-
ion there with fresh troops, A rencwed attack thus might assume
the naturc of simultaneous assaults on both flanks. The left (west)
flank of the position was not a strong one and could be easily
turned by a force moving along the open ridges . ln the defensive
gop tetween the terminus of the flank extensioén .and the Lunga Riv-
er. The additional battallion was for these reasons assigned as
a mobile reserve.for the Fifth Marines, then holding the sector
west of the Lunga

Kokumboha‘Operat;on

~ Pending the development of plans for a new operation, a
battalion of the Fifth Marines participated in & minor and un-
succegsful action near Kokumbona on 27 August. This was a shore
to shore operation which involved landing the battalion west of
the village while an additional compeny moved overland by trail
to intercept any hostile withdrawsl inland. Artillery support
was provided., The success of the operatlion u;pcnd:d upon the rap-
id movement by the batvalion after the landing in order to strike
the enemy from the west before he had time to bring about a redist-
ribution of forces to cover hls rear. However, the movement of
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the battalion was ircredibly slow and its leadersnip irresolute
and faltering. Little effort was made to utilize the terrain by
moving a portion of the battalion along the open ridges inland from
the beach to outflank the enemy from nlgh ground, Instead, and con-
trary to plan, the main body wes conmitted to a frontal assault
which soon bogged down. At the direction of this headquarters
. the revlmenLal commander procceded to the scené late in the after-
noon, PellLVLd the. responsible officers and assumed tactical dir-
ection of the opcration. The eattack was rcsumed at daytreak the
fellowing morning, but the opportunity was gone, the enemy having
withdrawn during the night. OQur losses were 5 killed and 18
wounded., Only 20 enemy dead were counted. The operation had ac—
complished nething beyond establishing the fact that the enemy to
the west was not in great force.

Tasimboko Operation

ljeanwhile preparations were made for an operation to tine
east., Native scouts reported that 200-~300 well armed, well equip-
ped troops held Tasimboko with defensive works west of the village
faced to meet an attack from the west along the coast or astride
the government track,

Fresh troops were avallable on Tulagi and 8utnoriuy was
obtained to employ APD's (destroyer transy orts) in & mihor landing
operation. In accordarice with this plan tue First Ralder Battalion
and First Parachute Battalion were moved to Lunga Point. Both
units were regsted but understrength, the parachute-battalion being .
particularly handicapnped by a shortage of senior officers, result-
ing from casualties incurred on 7 August, In view of this short-
age the battallion was attached by companies to the ralder batvalion
under command of Colonel Edson.

As the APD's were to be availlable for only a limited
period of time, it was necessary to complete the operation in a
single day. As in the Kokumbona operation the plan entailed &
landing beyond the objective (Tasimboko) followed by a movement
designed to strike the enemy from the rear., On the eve of the op-
eration additional information from native sources indicated a
hostile strength of several thousand and this necessitated a re-—
consideration of the entire plan. It was considered that while
the enemy had unguestionably been reinforced by night landings
the figure reported by the native scouts was excessive and tihe de-
clsion was reached to carry out the operation as scheduled.

L aiaoa ]
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Tie landing was made at dawn on & September without det-—
ection by the enemy. Unguarded arms and equipment were found
near the landing beach and circumstances indicated that additional
enemy forces had landed at the same point during the night. The
landing force took up an attack formation and advanced to the west
toward Tasimboko, Contact was made shortly after daybresk and
the initial asssult overran the enemy rear guard and succeeded in
capturing a bettery of artillery. The attack was maintained in
the direction of the village with continuous air support by scout
bombers and army B-400's. Resistance increased as the outskirts
of the village were reached and it appeared that the engagement
might have to be broken off., However, as the attack was pressed
home, the Japanese evacuated the village, leaving behind them large
stores of rice, medical supplies, arms, and ammunition and a num-
ber of landing boats and barges. Contact was lost at 1230 and .
Colonel Edson destroyed the village togetheér with the abandoned
stores before withdrawing., Our losses were two killed and .6 ‘
wounded. Twenty-seven enemy dead were counted by the raiding force.

The action at Tasimboko resulted in the destruction of
the eneny's base, the loss of part of his artillery, and a large
part of his essential supplies. This was to have a favorable ef-
fect on the operations to follow, Tne conduct of the Japanese
on this occasion is difficult to understand. They were present in
the Tasimioko area in overwhelming numbers (3-4000) yet they aband-
oned thelr vitel base after an indecisive action involving only a
fraction of thelr troops. In explanation 1t may be offered that
thig fallure may have been only a manifestation of the peculiar
Japanese system of command, which, it has been stated, does notb
embrace the principle of mutual assistance by nelgboring units ex-—
cept at the directlon of a common superior.

Following %thls operatlion patrols and native scouts re-
ported on enemy movements which showed unmistakably that strong
columns were moving west and southwest from Tasimboko along routes
leading to bivouac areas to the south and southeast of our main
positions, Small patrol encounters were of daily occurrence and
1t became increasingly difficult to penetrate the area to the east.
In preparation for attack our right flank extension was completed
and strengthened and the Ralder BRattalion, in division reserve,
wag charged with the development of a defensive position on an
““gpen ridge south of the ailrfield which constituted a dangerous
avenue of approach to our rear. To the right rear of the raiders!
position the ploneer battalion was bivouacked near the Lunga and
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establichied a coverlnt nosition to 1nterceot eny attempt at a
movement down the right (east) bank of the Lunga. The engineer
battalion was bivouacked in echelon to the left rear of the raider
battalion to afford some protection against any movement through
the heavy Jjungle east of the ridge. None of these positions were
complete or well organized as the dense jungle represented a ter-
rific obstacle to ve overcome only by weeks of labor at a time
when 1t was all too obvious that only days remained to us.

Little could be deone to close the defensive gap from the
Lunga westward to the sea., The pioneers established a strong point
on a hill Just east of the river, and in the center of the gap a
detachment of the Ampvhiblan Tractor Battalion organized a strong
point on an open ridge which commanded the main overland approach
from the west. These measures were not altogether promising of a
sucessful Gefense against a well coordinated attack but they re-
presented the utmost that could be accomplished with available
troops operating in extremely unfavorable terrain, A penetration
,0f the position was almost a certainty bul 1t was expeccted that
the reserve could be employed to contain any breakthrough tefore
1t reached the vital arca surrounding the airfield. (Annex g
Defensive dispositions on 13 September)

By 11 September activity was increasing rapidly in that
area east of the Lunga lying to the soutihh and southeast of our
position. On the 12th the Ralder Rattalion undertook a recon-
naissance in force along tihe ridge and met strong resistance.
During the night of 12 September there was a continuous and con-
fusing series of encounters along the sketcay position held by
the Raiders. At one point there was a breakthrough and lateral
contact was not reestablished until the following afternocon. Ap-
parently the fact of the breakthrough was not known to the enemy
commander for he falled %o explolt it, There was also some activ-
ity along the Lunga and to the west and our LOSltlon was subjected
to a prolonged bombardment oy naval gunfire. SR

On the morning of the 13th the Ralders again attempted
to advance. Hard fighting took place during the day but the
enemy resistance was strong and results were inconclusive., The
troops were utterly exhausted by their prolonged period of sus~
Talned combat and it was obvious to a staff officer who visited
them on the afternnon of the 13th that their situation would be-
come lncreasingly grave during the night. In the late afternnon

e R anoO0 i
gD FORCES &1 ~7-



T s

the Ralders suspended their attack in order to reestablish thelr
line for the night in a slightly withdrawn position. The new line
had the adventage of stronger ground and tended to decelve the en- .
emy by presenting a different front from the one offered the pre-
vious night., On the right this withdrawal permitted the establish-
ment of a tenuous connection with the Pioneer Battalion but  the
left was still uncovered. Positions were hastily organized and
every effort was made to est2blish a defense prior to nightfall,

Meanwhile, in view of the situation of the Ralder Bat-
talion, 1t wae declded to effect their relief the following morn—
ing. Accordingly the Second Battalion, Fifth Marines (Whaling)
in division reserve west of the Lunga, was moved across the river.
to a position along the southern edge of the ailrport disposed in
depth with respect to both the Ralder and Ploneer Battalions prep-
aratory to rellef on the following morning. , -

Battle of Edson's Ridge

The situation confronting the Ralder Battalion at sunset
onn 13 September was far from promising. Their lines were intact
and thelr communications restored but the batvallon itself was
faced witn the necessity of holding a long and vulnerable front
with a reduced strength of men already exhausted and shaken by
forty-eight (48) hours of gruelling combat. The bare ridge ex—
tending normally to their front formed the backbone of their pos-
ition and wes held by Company B. On thne left, where the main line
of reslstance dropped sharply away to a dense, unbroken jungle flat
two small compenies of parachutists were disposed to protect the
open lefi flank. On the right, Compeny A held the area between
the ridge and the Lunge mainteining a tenuous contact with the Pion-
eer Battallon which held both banks of the river. Compeany C was
held in battalion reserve,

A continuous cordon defense was lupossiole due to the
terrain and the small numbers of the holding garrison. Units
were organized in small combat groups of about platoon strength
disposed at intervels along the main line of resistance. There
were open flelds of fire only in.the center of the position where
the mailn line of resistance crossed the ridge but even here the
abrupt slopes and broken ground madc¢ coordination of fires difficult,
In the remalning hours of daylight the troops dug foxholes and
clearcd 1limited ficlds of fire:: By nightfall the position was
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consolidated but under the circumstences was neither continuous
nor complete, certainly not to the extent necessary to resist a
strong attack. :

During the 13th the 1lncreasing enemy alr actiwsties of
the previous days were brought to full pitch. The first attack;:
at daylight, was turned back but at 1020, 1320 and agzin at 17850
bomber flights with strong zero escorts were pressed home.. The
field and the vicinity of the ridge were subject to repeated and
intensive bombardment.

"~ As soon as 1t was dark the enemy began his attack.. The
maln enemy force, moving down the ridge, engeged the center of
Colonel Edson's p081t10n frontally while a strong detachment moved
through the jungle west of the ridge and struck on a narrow front
againgt The position held by the right flank platoon of Company B.:
The platoon was surrounded and almost overwhelmed but succeeded
in fighting its way to the- ricdge where 1t joined Company C in bat-.
talion reserve, This result ed in isolating the right flank company
and exposing the vital central ridge to attacr from the west by
troops moving through tne gap tihus created,

The enemy was qulck to follow up this advantage and moved
strong parties through the opening to positions on the right flank
of Company C. Additional and smaller groups infiltrated at other
points disrupting wire communications and rendering control d4if-
ficult. Since it was obvious that the ridge had become the im-
medlate point of attack, Company B's lines were reestablished by
refusing the right flank along the western slopes to f’orestal1
the inevitable attempt at envelopment

Meanwnile the main enemy thrust down the ridge was grow-
ing in proportions.. By 2200 the vattallion commander estimated that
the two understrengti paracnute companies and Company B (less one
platoon) were opposed by at least two enemy battalions attacking
in full force. OQur artillery fire was zZrowing in intensity as
additional batteries were brougnt in but minimum range considerat—
lons prevented its full effectiveness in breaking up the oncoming
formations which were launching repeated assaults against the small
force of some 3Q0 Marines who clung stubbornly to the ridge..

2260,.thelenemy launched & c¢oordinated attack agalnst
the positiones neld by the parachutists on the left, The attack



was preceded by a violent mortar barrage and the enemy advanced
under cover of a smoke screen shouting "Gas Attack!" "Gas Atteckl!
in English in an effort to demoralize thne defenders. The attack
drove the parachutists from their positions and they fell back -
along the ridge exposing the left flank of Company B wilch now
found itself ringed by the enemy on three sides. Captaln Sweeney
who held tle position now had but sixty (€0) men avallable for 1its
defense, ' ' '

The battalion commander decided to withdraw the re-
mainder of Company B and reform his position in the vicinity of
the battalion reserve line. Here the ridge 1s dominated by a
commanding hill which affordéd a strong position-and a natural
rallying voint in the darkness. Company C which held the position
was used as & defensive nucléus and addaitional elements witndraw—
ing from the forward positicns were reformed and assigned tTo the
position., There was an unavoidable intermingling of unlts and
some confusion but through theé efforts of senior battallion officers
the position was reestablished successfully.

Their reformation of lines was covered by Company O
(Bailey) and bty a standing karrage of 1056mm winlch interdicted the
approaches and assisted Major Bailey's men in breaking up repeated
attacks. najor Railey, wounded at Tulagl and wounded agaln on
this occasion was later to lose nls life on the Matanikao. On
this night by his coolness, energy and great personal bravery he
did much %o hold our last position intact during the critical per-
iod of reorganization. The artillery was likewise hnighly effect-
ive. With its communications disrupted and opereting under tech-
nically disadvantageous circumnstances 1t pounded incessantly at
every target and placed ite protective curtain of stedl-at every
threatened point. It was tne most intensive concentration of the
campalgn and the 2000 rounds of ammunition expeénded did much to
break up the successive enemy assaults.

3y 0230 the batuvallon commander was confident that his
position could be held although the attacks were continuing witia
unabated ferocity. Each was announced by a red rocket flare fixed
tooindicate the objective and direction of attack. Using this
signal as.a point of reference, our artillery combed the arca and
shortened its fire to cover the point of assault. When the enemy
penetrated the barrage they would halt momentarily to illuminate
our positions with calcium flares thrown by hand and then, break-
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ing into the traditional "Bangzal®" cheer, would storm up the slopes
toward our positions. Our reply was an intense volume of auto-
metic fire reserved for close range sand delivered in tae space

of a few seconds as the enemy attempted to cross the last few yards
of open ground in front of our positions.

Berore sunrise 1t was obvious that the fresh enemy in-
vulses were growing successively weaker., At daylight the attacks
ceased altogether, belng replaced by a large volume of sniper and
light machine gun fire from all sides. Our attaeck aviation began
support missions at daylight and by 0700 there remained only. the
desultory fire of individual snipers who had infiltrated during
the nizht and now found themselves cut off.

The actliong and conduct of those who participated in the
defense of the ridge is degserving of the warmest comuendation.
The troops engaged were tired, sleepless and battle weary at the
outset. Throughout the nignht they neld their positions in the
face of powerful attacks by overwnelming numcers of the enemy.
Driven froum one position they rcorganized and clung tenaciously
to another until daylight found the enemy again in-full flight.
To Colonel Edson, the battalion commander, is due the greatest of
pralse for the leadership, personal courage and intrepidity which
inspired his exhausted men to remain faithful to their trust and
to prevall in one of the most sanguinary encounters of the campalgn,

The enemy force emnloyed against the ridge undoubtedly

_exceeded 2000 men, More than 600 enemy dead were found on the
battlefield and mray more were Xilled in mopping up owerations

to follow. This takes no account of the wounded, mo8t of whom
died or were abandoned along the trails as the enemy fell back
through the difficult terrain of the upper Lunga. Our losses were
one (1) officer and thirty (30) men killed, five (5) officers and
ninsty-eight (£8) men wounded and nine (92) missing or approximately
twenty per cent of the troops actually engaged.

In addltion to the fight for the ridge our forces were
engaged 1n another sector during the night of September 13-14
when the enemy atvempted to btreak through the position held by
Third Battalion, First Marines (Mc Kelvey). This battallion held
the extrems right of the right flank extension. In ‘this area the
Tenaru 1s no longer an obstacle and the position could be approach-
ed from the front or turned by a movement around the right flank
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which was entirely "in tne air." The line occupled by the battal-
ion was sited along the edge of the jungle and overlooked a wide
flat plain affording an ideal field of fire. The position lacked
‘depth of any sort but the main line of resistance had been thror-
oughly prepared for defense. It was covered by continuous bands .
of Tacticesl and protective wire, the grass had teen burned off the
plain and wthe plan of fires was well coordinated.

AT mldnight the enemy launched an attack across the
plain against the front of the extreme right flank company. It
falled to penctrate, tut the fire fight continued for several hours.
In the morning it was apparent that the edge of the woods across
the plain was held by a force of at lecast onc battaliocn with some
artillery. Tanks were employed against tiie nosition, at first
with some success, However, the mistake was made of attempting
repeated sortiles along the same route, Enemy anti-tank weapons
were ‘soon pub into position and a subsequent sortie was met with
close range fire which destroyed thiree tanks. Thereafter the fight-
ing in this sector resoived itself into a desultory fire fight a-
cross the plain which continued intermittenly until 16 September
when the enemy withdrew. Enemy losses here were estimated at 200,

There was also an encounter on the extreme left flank:
where the short flank extension of the Fifth Marines terminated
on a ridge commanding the coastal road leading to Matanikau. This
position was held by Third Battalion, Fifth Marines (Biebush),
Thae atteck came without' :warning on the late afternoon of the l4th
and for a time it appeared thet the hilll would be carricd, as
there were only smell forces in position at tho point of attack.
Howecver prompt reinforcement and timely artillery support event-—
ually drove the atteckers down the slopes and into the jungle.
The attack was not renewed although there was considerable anxiety
during the night due to the lack of reserves to support this area
or to prevent a movement around lts exposed flank,

'EnemyccoﬁduetpéfLOpenatmons

From an examination of captured documents 1% appeared
"that tne Japanese plan was to launch three simultaneous assaults
at remote points in an attempt to disrupt our defenses. These
attacks were to be supported by naval bombardment and strong
alr attacks. The plan failed through lack of coordination and
timing, The naval bombardments were ineffective; fire was deliv- -
ered indliscriminately and sometimes fell in areas occupled by
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their own %troops., Determined air assaults were made, but the strong~

est of these, a dive bombing attack on Henderson field, was not
delivered untll sunset 14 September, too late to have had any ef-
fect on ground operations, The attack on the Third Battalion,
Fifth Marines, was almost twenty-four hours late and was not a
sustained effort,

The plan was likewlse complicated and gave little con-
sideration to the difficulties to be encountered in night attacks
delivered over rugged jungle country. There appears to have been
a fallure to reconnoiter our positions to detect the weak spots
and the numerous gaps which exlisted in our defenses. The pre-
concelved scheme of maneuver was rigidly adhered to, despite the
fact that 1t was obviously based on information of our defenses
as they existed at the time of the Tenaru battle. In action sub-
ordinate commanders ignored opportunitiecs to improvise maneuvers

to it the actual clrcumstances of terrain and defensive disposit-
ions.

I% 1s estimated that almost 6000 enemy were engaged in
these operations, The original intentlon doubtless was to, employ
a much larger force, for the toll of losses incurred from our air
attacks on troops in transit must have been extremely heavy.

Losses of supplles at Tasimboko likewlse may have seriously im-
paired the main effort,

In an operation of tnls character a force may approach
a defensive system under the limitless cover of the Jjungle with-
out fear of detection, The defender is constrained to so dispose
his forces that he is gtrong nowhere and lacks adequate reserves,
To this extent the attacker enjoys a great advantage, for he may
concentrate in overwhelming numbers at any selected point. Con-
sequently he does not necessarily require superior forces to ach—
leve success. In these operations, however, the enemy grossly
underestimated elther our strength, our fighting quallities or
both, It may be that his earlier successes agalinst white troops
in eastern theatres had induced & state of contempt for our cap-
aclty or willingness to fight, In any event he was thoroughly
beaten at every point of contact and in the final analysis showed
that he was utterly incapable, intellectually and morally, of meet-
ing the requirements of modern warfare.

Subsequent QOperations
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the effective radius of sction of our aircraft until late after-
noon. This Confined our retsnlis tery sction to & single oomu:ng
mission before nigntfal. ehcept on clear moonlit nights when 1%t
was possible to continue attacks throughout the night. The heavy
toll of anemy vessels damaged and destroyed in these attacks had
the general effect of cutting down his naval superiority in fthe
South Pacific and the local effect of reducing the strength of his
landing forces with consequent detriment to their morale and ef-
fectiveness.

The fignter units were invariably successful in the un-
ending series of encounters over Henderson Field. Losses of
Five enemy alrcraft to One of our: own were the usual ratio.
When shot down in combat a large proportion of our pilots was
rescued, whereas enemy personnel were almost always killed or cap-
tured., The offensive spirit of the fighter pilots was magnificent
and insplring. O0dds were never counted. For example, On August
30 only eight fighters were avallable on the island. From 1220
to 1400 they engaged in a continuvous fight with a large force of
Zeros. Eightecn Zeros were shot down, but our cffcctive fighter
strength was reduced from clght to four. While these four remain-
ing fighters were being serviced a second formation of enemy planes
attscked, sinking the Calhoun, a destroyer transport. The four
fignhters immediately took the air and gained altitude in time
to engege & third eneny flight. In this second engagement elght
enemy planes were shot down without further losses %o ourselves.,
Annex includes a summary of aerial combats during the period.

The Army P-400 types were especially valuable in sup-
porting ground activities although dive bombers were also employed
on occasion, Both types were used with good effect in support of
the Tasimboko raid in sgpite of poor air-ground communications,
Tnerealter steps were taken to improvise air liaison parties.
These proved a distinct improvement but there remains a need for
regularly organized air-ground communication teams within Infantry
Regiments AT the battle of the ridge P-400s took the alr at day-
light on 14 Scptember and drove the last remaining cnemy forces
from their positions along theiridge. Thereafter they engaged in
a continuous serics of indcpendent opcrations against hostile
landing craft, bivouacs, and t€00p formations.

Logistics
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‘The SupOly oroolem greatly improved during this period,
In addltlon to small destroyer transports, it was found praci-
icable to bring larger ships into the area as well. This was
largely due to the hlgh order of performance of our interception
fignters whlch almost invariably were able to break up hostile
bombing Tormetions before the latter had opportunity for deliver-
ing a cooviainzted attack., gSmall reserves of ammunition, defensive
materials, and rations were landed and it was evident that for the
time being av least our line of communications could be maintained.
At the end of the period full rations were restored for all troops
except headquarters units. (Annex C Loglgtics).

Lessons and Conclusions — Phase IV

L General

1. A major landing operation suclhi as the Guadalcanal -
Tulagi attack will be followed by a period of minor operations
for purposes of defense, movnplng up, and seizure of small out-
lying bases. To accomplish these tasks sucessfully landing equip-
ment must remain available to the landing force for tactical pur-
poses, During the entire Guadalcanal operation the use of attach-
ed landing craft for tactical purposes was, of necessity, subord-
inated to their administrative employment in the unloading of sup-
py vessels., Likewise the few APD!s avallable were usually as-
signed to escort duty for which they were ill adapted. Three
wers lost while on such duty during the period covered by this
report. These factors had an extremely adverse effect on the con-
duct of the entire operation. Only limited operations involving
the use of small numbers of craft could be planned. In repeated
insTances 1t was neccessary to cancel planned operations due to
the vrexpected arrival of supply vessels or non-avallabllity of
Ardis. To execute the Tasimboko landing, for example, 1t -was
necessary to shuttle the raiding force from Lunga in two ecnelons
a procedure which exposed the advance force to the danger of de-
feat in detail, Future operations should make provision for a
force of landing craft and APD's to remaln with the landing
force at all times for purely tactical missions.

Organizatlon and Training

2. (1) The 1l1lth Marines (Artillery) on 21 August and again
on 13 September showed great proficiency and tecihinlcal skill in
the use of 1ts artillery in close support of defensive operations,

(2) Prior to the Solomons operation some doubt was. en-—
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tertained as to the practicability of employing the 105mm in
Jungle warfare in view of its lack of mobility. It is now con-
sidered that this weapon has a definite place in future operations
in the Pacific, Since large scale operations will almost in-
variably center around the seigzure of defense of installations on
or near the sea ramp boats and amphibian tractors can be employed
to move artillery. In thls same connection it should also be
noted that the coastal terrain of the Pacific islands often in- .
cludes areas of flat ground permitting free movement of guns and
normal prime movers. The superior effectiveness of this weapon
and 1ts desirable ballistic characteristics were clearly demon-—
strated on the night of 13 September. It is considered highly
desirable that these advantages be retained by continuing to in-
clude this type of artillery in all large operations. =N

-
.
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(3) Tanks were employed with some success on two occasions,
An analysis of these actions indicates:

(a) That the jungle 1s generally unfavorable for
tank action.

(v) That tanks in small numbers can operate ef-
fectively in areas occupiled by coconut plantat-
lons.

(c) That the tanks must operate at slow speed and
with extremely close infantry support.

(d) That wherever possible medium tanks should be
employed due to the extreme vulnerability of
the light models.

(4) During this period it was necessary to empley pioneers
and engineers on infantry missions., The results clearly vind-
lcated the Marine Corps policy of thorough training of such units
in weapons and tactics.

(5) There appeared a distinct need for regularly organlzed
alr support parties to accompany ground forces for liaison and con-
trol purposes 1n connectlon with the use of supporting aircraft.

(8) The presence of a 11m1ted number of cualified inter~
preters to bkranslate enemy documents and examine prisoners of war
was of great value in ascertaining enemy intentions and in study-
ing his nabits of combat. :

SECRET
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5 (1) The absence of sufficient défensive'materiel was a

severe handicap throughout this period. None was landed initially
and only small amounts were received in subsequent shipments of
supplies. It is recommended that a higher landing priority be
asslgned to a small portion of such materiel., As a result of tals
experience the present landing operating procedure of tnis dlv-
ision prescribes that ten (10) per cent of such supplies shall be
assigned landing priority "X" - variable" (i.e. so empbarkcd &s to
be accessible for landing on call at eny time during the snip o
shore movement). ' ' '

(2) A proportion of the defensive wire carried by the
division should be of the prepared concertina type. It will of-
ten be necessary to pass to the defensive on such short notice as
to preclude erection of doutle apron fence prior to attack. Wired
in defenses are highly desirable particularly in the event of
night attack., This division contemplates carrying sixty (60) per-
cent concertina in all future operations,

(3) Since it is obvious that the enemy will always re-.
sort to night atteck there is an urgent need for night 1lluminait-~
ion material in defensive operations, This should take the form
of parachute flares for illuminating beaches and a hand thrown
flare for illuminating the immediate foreground of jungle positions,

-~

i oo Commeand

4. Before entering combat all officers who do not appear to
possess the requisite command abllity should be relieved of com—
mand., It is better to enter combat with limited shortagc of of-
ficers than to be faced with the nccessity of relleving the in-
capable in the presence of the eneny,

Enemy

o, The enemy demonstrates a high state of training with re-
spect to night operations; movement and control were excellent.
However, he underestimates the disadvantages accruing to this type
of attack particularly with respect to the e¢ffectiveness of thae
prearranged night fires of the defensc,. To preserve direction he
followed the conventional practice of moving dense columns of in-.
fantry along terrain lines leading to the objective. These were
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interdicted as & matter of course by the deep supporting fires
of our artillery and mortars. In consequence severe losses were
inflicted upon many enemy columns during the approach march,
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GEAE— | ANNEX
INTELLIGENCE
PHASE IV
(21 August to 18 September, 1942)

gummary of Intelligence Activities and Souro of
Information.

Division C,P,: The D-2 Section, minus the photo-litho uub—
section, operated throughout at the Division C.P., 58,8 - 116,
\PUILPSHCL' D-2 map #lOl 18 Auguet 1942), save for the snort
period 9 to 15 Seplember, when tnc C.P. was located at 60,6 ~
114.7, in the jungle ridges South of the airfield, Personnel was
ag follows: Lt. Col., Buckley, D-2, Capt. Moran, Japanese interp-
reter, Lt. Clemens, Bririsn solomon Islands Defense Force, British
and native lialson, 2nd Lt, Xidde, Ass't D-2, 2nd Lt. Whitehead,
Asg!t D-2, and sixteen (lb) enlisted, whose tine was divided be-
tween C.P. duties and OP watches at D~2 OL and OR.

Suamary of events; The phase was highlighted by the battles
of the Tenaru, 21 -August, and of Bloody Ridze, 13/14 September,
Enemy casusltiies were estlmuted at 1000 in eaon engagement,; total
eneny casualtles for thls phase at 3000, 3By casualties are meant
Japs definively or probatly destroyed and some <QO0 prisoners, for
the most part Labor Battalion personnel.

Estimated enemy strength at the end of this phase was no more
than one thousand (1000), poorly organized, in the Western sector,
upwards of <000, better organized and equlppud and increasing, in
the Western scotor. Both attacks were organized and directed :
from the Zastern sector, in which enemy troops had been landed,
mainly in the vieinity of Tasimboko and from DDs, in the period
18 suzust to 4 September, stbrtlnﬁ 5 September, tihe enemy started
“to build up his strength in the Nestern sector, by means not only
of the nléhtly landings from fast cruisers and destroyers but of
londing boats staged all the way from Shortland and Jumping off
first from San Jorge Island at the Southeast end of Ysabel, later.
from New Feorgia via the Russells. Troops landed between Visale
and Harovovo at the Northwestern end.

The battle of the Tenaru was thne Division's first contact
with the Japanese Army., The attacking group of approximately
one battalion reinforced, virtually annihilated save for a small
rear echelon left behind at Taivu, was a speclally trained force
of troops originally destined for ampniblous operations at Midway
and commanded by a (Colonel Ichiki. The troops were mostly without
combat experience butl with one and & half years! service and under
cxXperlenced officers, and were very well equipped with small arms,
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automatic weapons, grenades, mortars, flame-throwers, demclitions
and battalion guns. As a spearhead for a larger body of troops

to follow, they attacked recklessly, evidently underestimating our
strengtih and orgenization, particularly when they met no opposit—
ion approaching along the coast and found the Beach Red area aband-.
oned. The larger hody,.whlieh followedrwas.a brigadeg of: sume,250Qu::
‘men.undertthe: command. of:a-Major.Gensral.Kawaguchi, .glated for the
attack on 13 September., It sterted moving West on 2 September.

The operstion of the lst Ralder Bn,., against Tasimboko on 8 Septemb-
er it this force in tHe rear, inflicted some casualtieg, and de-
stroyed great quantities of supplies, showing the size of the un-
its landed and confirming the nature of their equipment, includ-
ing artillery. Their attack was to be twofold, frem the South

and East, while diversionary tactics were employed by troops to

the West, but this attvack was poorly coordinated, and the main
effort was sustained in the ridges South of the airfield.

In the Bloody Ridge area about 600 dead were estimated on
personal reconnalssance and the remainder of the group which at-
tacked here endeavored under harshest circumstance to make its
way West after defeat, Future enemy attacks in force were to. be
directed from the VWest. ‘

This was also the heroic phase of our aviation while we were
dally bombed by superior numbers but inflicted mounting losses on
the enemy, at the same time as first bombing and strafing missions
were carried out against the enemy's ground forces and landing
groups, and dally searches covering the sea approaches usually
spotted enemy shipping on the way, offen permitting strikes which
harrassed and scmetimes stopped their progress. However it was
evident &t the end of the phase that our airforce, such as it was,
could not prevent the enemy from landing reinforcements and sup~
plies on Guadalcanal, under cover of darkness and unfavorable
weather conditions, and thus massing for a larger and more de~
clsive contest, -

D-2 Activities: Aside from the man-hours expended in the dig-
ging and construction of air raid shelters, in lugging gear and
materlals from C.P. to C.P, and back, in sume the labor and strain
incident to living, D-2 maintained throughout 24 nour watcaes at
the C.P, and its OPs., Every available person save for the officer
and enlisted man on watch, remained on guard all night at the C.P,
from dusk to dawn on the 13th and 14th of September, HNative police
and refugees augmented our number. Visitors from the staff and
lower units, messengers with captured material, and occasional
misdirected Japs came and went from the D-2 tent day and night.
Five.telephones; Texas, DSIO, OL, OR and R-2 11, rang constantly, _

»
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and information received and noted was regularly consolidated in
the Journal, our sole permanent reccrd. - Four situation maps were
kept up; an overlay of map #101 of the Lunga Area, with all Div—
ision units marked therecn, paylng particular atcention tc C.Ps,.
and OPs; a map #102 of Guadalcanal showing known enemy concentrat-
ions and activity from day to day; another map #102 maintalned by
Lt, Clemens showing the lecatlon from day to day of our native
police and scouts; and an H.O. chart #2896 of the Solomons, shcw-
ing the Coast Watcher system, air searches, and the position of
eremy ships with course, speed and time, with tables of main dis-
tances and times by alr and sea at mean speeds.

Lack of means and leisure dispensed with any worksheet, and
no bulletins or reports were issued, though the intelligence officer
remained at the disposal of the stafr for regular oral estimates
and reports and information was oroperly relayed to lower units,
until & first periodic account of enemy activity in the Solomons
cuteide of Guadalcanal was compiled, covering the period from 21
August to 12 September., Wita carpon copies made by typewrliter,
the distribution wag C&, C of Starf, D-3, CTF62 and File., Bi-
monthly pericdic reports with a larger distribution were thence-
forward to re compliled. and multistamped, but a first multistamped
estimate of the enemy situation on Guadalcanal was only made up
on =24 September,

The photolitho unit was called upon to produce with litho~
grapnic and phiotograpiiic paper at a minimum, and demand at a max-
imum. First came Annex ATfirm to Map #101 continuling Easwards .to
Koli Point, tnen the 28 sheet repcorduction of the aerial mosalc
received on 14 August. And D-2 map #103, Worth Coast Guadalcanal
from 10 miles West to 6 miles East of Taivu Point, 9 September,
was prepared against the arrival of tne 7th Marines who were
Tirst of all to land down East., - This 8 sheet job was not used,
though it used up all our paper, but ceme in very handy at the
beginning of Wovember,

sources of information: Sources of information establish-
ed in Phase 111 were now exploited to the full, the principal
additional source being our ovwn aviation, with the patrols and
searches 1t established, and reports of strikes and contact, us-
ually supplemented by (Coastwatcher observations. 3ut to take the
sources one by one, covéring in order the three circles defined in
the previous phase;- In the first circle, regiments and battalions
continued to supply most of the information arising from patrols
and contacts, though the flow was not as complete or as regular as
it might have been, - OP reports came in more frequently, but suf-
fered from illusions: In this the Division OPs again proved thelr
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value when it came to clear and accurate reporting, and checking
on the fantastic, 1In .the second cirgle, embracing the lsland as
a whole, aerial reconnailssance and observation was supplemented
by the reports of Coastwateher statlons VQJ& and VQJ10, of native
police and scouts, the interviewing of prisoners and the trars-
lation of captured documents., The two Coastwatchers with thelr
native assistaiice could not hope to cover enemy activity in 1its
entirety, but they managed to give us at least half the inform-
ation we wanted concerning numbers, movement and disposition,
hile their own gituation was imperilled by constant Japanece
reinforcement and extension, interfering with the free movement
of ccouts from thneir stations of Lunga and vice wversa,

The gcouts who reached the Lunga area were interviewed by
Lt. Cleumens, who would diraw up and submit in writing their re-
ports, duly filed and accessivle as were the radio messages en-
tered into the Journal, Vouza, soon to organize his own ralders,
reported both to us and to V@J&., Refugees such as the missionary
Stivvard frow Marovovo told of théir routes to safety and theilr
observations on the way. We knew pretty well where the enemy were
after the Tenaru, thelr direéction, their approximate numbers and
certain details of their armament. From prisoners and documents
weracquired a supplementary picture of the enemy's units, toelr
modes of access and their activities on the island, The only
troucle with tnig wealth of information wasg that 1t concerned
largely past events and did not forecast the future except by lm-
plicetion., But Capt. Moran must agein be commended for his suc-
cess in eliciting from individual prisonerg such complete accounts
of their backaround, service, experience and knowledge,

The third circle, covering the entire island chain from
San Cristobal to Bougainville, was of course the province of
Coastwatcher stations Z3J3, Z&J (Malaita), Unatteched K (Ysabel),
2GJ5 (New Georgia), STO (Buin) and JEA (Buka), Here too aviation
furnished warnings and observations, but of & more immediate
nature. They could not cover enemy activity from day to day in
the same way as an observer stationed on the ground, The nearer
Coastwatchers rendered the further invaluable service of locating
and resgculng aviators from Henderson Field shot or forced down,
informing us forthwith of thelr safety and transmitting their
reports and requests., They served too, particularly 2&J5 and JER,
as warners of approaching air raids., If 38an Cristobal and kal-
aits remained by and large outside the enemy's sphere, they might
not necessarily continue so, and reports of occasional planes and
submarines and observations of shipping were very welcome, as was
our knowledge of these egstabllisned intelligence sources. On
Jeorgila, we were not only well posted on ailr and sea traffig, but
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S ANNEX A (CONT)
the enemy's shore establishment and seaplane anchcrage on Gizo

was covered by hative patrols, whc told ncet orly of enemy activity,
numbers, supplies, equipment, installations and exsct dlspositions,

but also reported on the exact damage caused by our strikes, This
contributed to our success in forcing the evacuaticn of Glzo on

19 September, though the Japs tinen started developing their out-

post at Rekata Bay for the same purpose. Bub again on ¥Ysabel,

ZGJ6 kept us regularly posted concerning activity there. In the
saue way, tiae increase of shipping in the Falsi-Buln area wag

nest accurately noted by STO and passed on to us, the arrivals

and departures of cruisers, DDs and freighter-transports, and

thhe beginnings of construction ashore, which started at Kinili

on 7 September, and blossomed into the airdrome, construction of

which was deilinitely establisned 21 September, use of wnlcn

& October. Euka drome, advanced base for Tighter planes, was
observed by. EA, as were tihe results of bombing ralds iwmpalring

its opevablon, and the passage of shipg, for servicing and stag-

ing ratier thal operational purpcses. To sum up, the enemy

showed their intention in thig phase of maintaining a reconnalssaince
seaplane base in the central Solomons, and advanced fighter fields
in the Northwestern Solomons, to escort bombers from more distant
ases, and to provide cover and protection for ‘shipping in the op-
erational area. The principal naval base wag Shortland, increas-
ing throughout the phase in luportance as more and more was coi-

mitted to winning back tihe positions lost in the Southeastern

Solomons., On September 17, 28 ships could be counted from Buin,
including at least 4 cruisers and 16 DDe at the origin of the Cact-

us express.
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MEDICAL .
Pnagse 1V

The fourth phase of the Guadslcanal operation which €Xuendod
from August 21 to September 18, 194% was initiated by the report
of a sentry's rifle, near the mouthh of the Tenaru River. About
nidnight August 20, 1942 an unanswered challenge by thls sentry
was the beglnning of the Teraru engagement wihich resulted in the
complete exheruination of approximately one thousand enemy troops
within a oerind of gixteen hours. During this phase the First
Harine Divislon was to engage in both offensive and defensive op-—

erations. I% was to feel the efrects of disease, solar radiations,
and temperature ohangcq peculiar to the tropics, as a faotor in
the creetion of non-effectives in combat.

Two weeks after the initial landing a moderste amocunt of
gastro-enteritlis made 1ts avpearance. Due to lack of laboratory
facilitise for proper bacteriological study the exact bacteriology
is not known. It reacted to treatment rather promptly and the num-
ber of cases decreased materially in about three weeks. There was,
hewever, one death in the Division atitributed to tiis cause. It
was liportant, not because of the seriousness of the individual
cases, many of which were mild, but bésause of the number of non-—
effectives created and the resulting debility as a Cunﬁrlbutint
factver in lowered resistance to subbequcnb diseases It is inter-
esting to note that with luprovement of general cnnp sanitation,
the gastro~enteritic decreased to an insignificant figure. Five
caseg with amoeba as a causative organism were found later and
evacuated at onee. Persistunt cases were evacuated and two of
these were reported by dispateh as being Flexner-Strong type of
bacillary dycentery,

AT about the same tilme there were a moderste number of cases
of Catarrihal Fever and a Dengue-like fever made 1ts appearance in

the arca. These reacted to symptomatic treatment and hospitaliz-
ation with bed rest. C(atarrhal Fever wos soon to diseppear entirely

ag a dlagnosis and the Dengue~like fever did not extend with its
usual rapidity. Although constontly on the wateh for mslaria,

this disgease did not aopear clinically until the third weck in
August, 1942, two weeks after the landing on Red Beach. During

that week four bdseb were admiited tc the nospitals. From that
point malarisa became an ever lincreasing problem, forty-eight

cases veling in hospitals by the end of the secornd week in Septembver,

Suppressive treatment for malaria in the form of Atabrine,
grains one and one-half twice a day, twice weekly, was begun by
order dated September 10, 1942, Although instructions for its

AT T
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wound and nospitalization was rarely over one or two lhioubs. Blood
‘plasma, however, was given in the forward aid stations and hospital
boats when 1rulo<ted .....

In the Fleld Hospitals (Division Field Hospital and tent hosp-~
itals) all fractures were resplinted, compound fractures were re—
duced, ‘debrided in most cases ("E" Hedical (Company being the ex-—
ception) and redresced with Sulfanilemide powder, All penetrating
abdominal wounds beb explored and perforations closed, with sulfa-
nilamide lccally in the peritoneal cevity, Chest wounds were nct
explored or sutured. Head wounds were interferred with only when
a decompresslon was necessary or debridement indicated. General

Jrinciples of surgery apnlied %o all other cases, suture of wounds,
mugcles and tendone, was done as indicated in the judgement of the
attending medical officer,.

Cesualties the result of enemy action were not the only con-
cern of the Division Hosgpiltals. Casualties from disease were more
constant and numerous. With the subsidence of gu*’ro enteritis,
CatarLual Fever, and Dengue, malaria became the major problem.
BeTore the end of thls phase the Division was to have one death
from cerebral malaria and all nospitals developed special wards:
and personnel for 1ts proper diagnosis and treatment.

Early in this pinase the Firth Regiment Headgquarters medical
section, conslsting of the medical officer and seven corpsmen, had
developed a oonv.lesoent nospital which absorbed tihe overflow from
"AY Coapany, First Medical Batiallon and ran an average of foriy-
five beds with a maximum at one time of one hundred and five pat-

ents, This continued to function throughout the operation and
was Tinally taken over by "A"W and "C" Companies on November 4,
1942 ,wnen the regiment moved to a new area.

Fungus infection of the feet, groin, and inter-gluteal fold
assumed minor importance. Lack of proper persona1 hygiene and
logs of clothing contributed to thig condition, Especially was
the lack of socks, both in quantity and in guality, important
in the incidence, progress, and treatment of this disease. Socks
should huve & priority velue high on the scale of replacements in
clothing.

It became the poliny of the Division that any man who would
no be fit for duty in ten days to two weeks, should be evacuated
from the island, This was done by sea and air, The Division
Surgeon arranged this evacuation through the senior aviation sur-
geon for air evacuations and Division transport officer for sea
evacuations, Up to the end of this phase sea evacuation took by
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far the larger number of evacuees to naval or chore hospitals,

The first transport plame, which would accomodate eighteen cases
on stretchers or thirty-six sitting caseg, arrived September 3,
1942, A Tew isolated cases hod been evacuated by air previous to
that date in smaller combat planes, This transport wae met on

the field by ambulances, patients placed aboard, and was ready to
leave in fifteen minutes, Thls wag repeated with increasing fre-
quency and numbers of transports until by September 18, 1942, one
hundred and forty-seven (147) patients had been evacuated by air.
During this time seven hundred and one (701) officers and men were
evacuated by sea,

Three important facts relative to the general health of the
command bucome apparent during this phase, They were rirst, sup-
pressive treatment for malaria, difficult under the best conditions,
cannot be carried out in combat conditions without the fullest

cooperation of every line oftiicer., GEgpecially is this true of the

“platoon leaders who are in close contact with the troops. Second

is the absolute lack of field sanitation in combat, empty cans,
food particles, and excreta were not properly disposed of at once,
Thid does not concern the advancing party but is intensely lupopt-
ant to the future occupying fordes., Third is the need of adequate
water supply for the front lines. The terrific loss of water by
spillage, and time loss in filling cans from a water cart with only
one outlet and that two inches in diameter, is grossiy inefficlent,
when cans or canteens with small openings are being fillled. One
water cart ofithree hundred gallons capacity can be filled at tie
filtration-chlorination plant in ten minutes but 1t takes over
three hours to empty that water cart in the field., Each water

cart should be fitted with at least two medium spigoets for filling
cans and Tive or six small spigots on each side to-be used in fil-
ling canteens.

The one factor which limits the emergency expansion of fleld
or tent hospitals such as were uged in this operation is not lack
of equipment, personnel, or drugs. Our hospitals did expand in a
few hourg from seventy-twe to four hundred patients upon certsin
occasions., The factor which limits thelr sige 1s the number and
size of proper undérground shelters from air and naval bombardmnent,
Without heavy equipment and very careful selected areas, shelters
must be dug by hand (time consuming) and are below water level,
especially during the rainy seasson. During this and garlier phases,
these shelters were constructed by hand and without heavy englneer-
ing equipment. Although hospital areazs enjoyed no impunity from
hits in their areas, it was never consldered necessary to construct
underground operating rooms and all surgery was done above ground.
Surgical procedures were carried out during air raids and later
during naval bombardments.

Fccaviarurang
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This phase in the Tulagl sector was largely one of Vltuuflwal
of troops. The large number required in the initial action were
being transferred to more active areas or removed entirely out of
the zone of action. Patrolling of nearby islands continued and
casualtieg did result, These were treated in theilr local Tield
hospitel and evocuated by see plane or ship. The Dengue-like
fever was more & factor on Tulagil than it was on Guadalcanal, but
never reached seriocus proportions. One battalion transferred to.
GuadalcmlkL Tvoa Tulagl on August 21, 1942 arrived free from any
intestinrl intection, and after this infection had subsided mark-
edly on Huadalcanal. Two weeks 1atel, however, tnisg battalion
was suryering from approximately the same per oentﬂ”o of cases as
had been previcusly present in the Division two weeks after landing
on Guacalcauncl. The number, frequency, and duration of these cases
followed tne guiie pattern ncted earlier in the Division.

Lring 1nte Augueat, 1zﬂ3, the water situation became acute in
splte of VLl”Ced numborv and water weas brougnt from Florida Is—
lard in rnank lighters,

Commvnications and transportation were so well established
by the eni of this phase that for all practical purposes the Tulagi
area weg congidered, from a medical point of view, exactly asg any
regiment or supporting group on the island, During this period
and thereafter there were fregquent contacts between Tulagl and
Guadalcanal by sea and air, Supplies requisitioned by the medical
gsection 1n that arca were filled by the Division ledical Supply
Sectica and delivered by sea or amphiblan plane,

A NEXIB (6)
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LOGISTICS
PHABE IV

ENGINEER

On the morning of 21 August, the Eagineer Battalion was dir-
ected to assign one company to the 2nd Battalion, First Marines
to assist in defensive work in connection with operations against
the enemy on the TEHARU RIVER at that time, "(C" Company reported
for this duty and carried out construction of an anti~tank obstacle
and mine field across the sandsplt at the mouth of the TENARU,
laying of protective and tactical wire, and digging in of emplace-
ients, part of thls work being done under sniper fire ot Comp-
any completed thig duty and returned to the Battallon on 22 Auy-
ust, Tne same date, the 2nd Platoon of "AY Company, returned .o
from=TULAGI, havinm completed 1ts duty with the 2nd Battalion,
Fifth Marlnes.,

On 22 August, as a security measure, an outpost of one squad
of Engineers was established 3outh of tne Battalion bivouac near
the place which later became known as RAIDER'S RIDGE.

A makeshift system of nignht lishting, to outline the runway
on the airfield for emergency night landing, was rigged from capt-
ured enemy equipment, no other gear peinyg avallable, During most
of this period, the Engineers eontinued to carry out maintenance
and repair of the airfield, untll this duty wag taken over by the
Sixth Naval Construction Battalion about the middle of September,

During this period several small bridge Jobs were accomplished,
none, however, being of & major nature, and none requiring eany
great degree of gpeed in construction. At no time while the div-
ision was on the island was there anything approaching an adequate
sunnly of Engineer materials, particularly lumber, to meet constant
demands, A great deal in the nature of field expedients was nec-
essary to carry out the simplest of jobs. At this time, however,
there sgtill remained a meagre supply of what might be clagsed as
bridging timber, and foresecing possitble future demands, this was
rationed %to make 1% go as far as possible, Ags time went on, it
graduwllv becsme apparent that the toughest part of any Engineer

ssignment was the procurement of the necesgary materials, pert-
1oular13 in the case of bridges., Salvage crews soon became so
proficient that they could spot a piece of two inch lumber as far
as they could see 1t.  Freguently the Battalion Commander had to
call on the Division staff for meral support when someone's self-
styled private lumber pile was raided by "those cusged Enmlneers”.
Needless to say, thig support was always forthcoming

ANNEX C ( 57’“
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About 30 August, work was begun on blast shelters for planes
and fuel on the airfield, but thig job was never completed in 1ts
entirety because of repeated interruptions for other higher prior-
1ty work. VWork was begun and continued for sometlime on shelters
for radio eqguipwment, and for personnel and equipment in Division
Headqguarters. Water supply was continued and averaged about 60,000
gallons dally. '

Abcut 1 Seotember, recconnaissance for a new access road from
the main LUNGA POINT Beach Road South along the West side of the
LUNGA RIVER, was begun and about the same time work was begun on
a new Divisicn C.P, Southeast of the airfield (Map #104--8140-
1990). : '

About 6 September, construction was begun on the new access
road southwest of the LUNGA RIVER (78502010-78602006), It in-
velved handcutting through about 600 yards of thick jungle. Luck-~
ily, no earth-moving was necessary, for by careful reconnalssance,
the route was located aleng a fairly level stretch with reasonable
good natural drainage. After the cutting was completed, as much
rough gravel as hauling facilities would allow, was hauled from
the LUNGA RIVER and dumped on the road before any traffic passed
over, One point may well be mentioned here; in roads tiarough
thick jungle, 1t is a definite advantage to leave undisturbed as
much as possible the mass of intertwined vegetation roots just
under the surface, for these seem to do a great toward preventing
the breaking up of the road, particularly in wet weather,

On 13 September the Engineer Battalion received word to stand--
by as Division Reserve and that night, "A" and "C" Companies and
one platoon of H&S (Jompany moved out of bivouac into the o0ld pos-
itions on the alrfield to defend against possible parachute attack.
This move was accomplished in the dark during a navsel shelling,
but each man knew from previous experience just which foxhole he
occupiled and 1ittle difficulty wes encountered in occupying pos—
itions as ordered. The attack did not develop and companies re-
truned to the Battalion urea the following morning to standby as
Divisloi Reserve, At 150C, "D" (Coupany was ordered Lo report to
the Commanding Officer, Ralder Battaliocn, to reinforce the line
held by that organization. Thls left a gap in the security line
held by the Engineer Battalion; this guap was occupled by the
reserve platoon from "C" Company which held that portion of the
line adjacent to "D" (ompany which held that portion of the
line adjacent to "D" Company's old position. This line extended
roughly from the Division C.F., Hill North to the position of H&S
Battery, 5th Battalion, 1lth Marines, At about 2000 A" Company,
whose bilvouac wag in somewhat of & support position behind Div-
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ision C.P. Hill, was moved up into wosition around the hills,
their mission being the security of the Division Ccmmand Post.
This left the Battallion bilvouac area defended by two Companies
(H&S and "C") instead of four as originally plenned. That night
the enemy attacked from the Southwest and tae Battle of Raiders!
Ridge developed. That night at about 0100 it was known that snip-
ers had infiltrated through the lines aud at 0530, 14 September,
outposts of the thin line held by "C" Company were atvacked by
what was apparently a patrol of about 30 men. Two machine gun
positions on the left flank were neutralized and shortly there-
after, H&S Company was moved forward in an attempt to prevent rur-
ther penetration to the artillery positiong in the rear, and to
cover the removal of the wounded. Later in the wmorning, "D" Comp-
any rejoined the Battalion, and a patrol was vushed forward about
800 yards, but the enemy had apparently withdrawn and no further
contact was made. Engineer casualties during the morning were 14
wounded and 4 killed, Ten enemy dead were buried in the area.

"A" Company, on the Division C.P. Hill had lost twc men, one Kil-
led, The following day, two snipers were killed in the area, and
a combat patrol from "D" Cempany went out to the East but no con-
tact was made. The Batialion remained in 1ts status as Divigion
Reserve until 20 September. On 19 September, "B" Company, which
had been on detached duty with tihe Seventh Marlnes, rejoined the
Battalion.

PIONEERS

The first AK 80 arrive after the landing had been made ar-
rived on 23 August, and Company "B", Pioneers, operated the beach.
A working party of 900 men was provided by other organizations.
All ‘available trucks were furnished (about 90) as well as all boats
the Naval Operating Base, Kukum, had on hand. This set-up was re-
vised to later unloading until the following general organization
was developed, One Pioneer (Company handled the beach, another
manned the boats and the third worked the holds of the ship., In
addition a working party of 700 men, all available trucks--this
varied, but averaged about 60-- and all Ta's and TL'8 which
averaged 12 and 8 respectively, were provided,

Working parties coming from front lines were frequenily poor-
ly fed in the morning and their noon meal and drinking water was
often inadequate, so the Pioneers assumed responsibilities for
feeding and watering working parties. After moving to its beach
area, the Pioneers dug an 18 foot well and placed a portable water
purlfloatlon unit in operation. Water contalners were made by
boiling out gasollne drums, remov1n heads and welding three to-
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gether. Spigots were placed at each end and one such container
wag sel up at each unloading point. These were kept filled by
means of a 300 gallon water trailer and a Jaegar pump. The Quart-
ermaster made a direct issue of the necegsary food components to
make up & thick stew, and this was prepared in the Battalion Head-
iquarters Company galley. This stew, with fruit, bread and coffee,
iwas carried to each unlcading point in vacuum food contailners and
‘served to small groups at a tims, In this manner, the work of
‘unloading could proceed ccntinuocusly.

SUPPLY

: Supply activities during this phase were chiefly concerned
with:

{a) Replenishment (sce Pioneer report),

(b) Zxpenditure of ammuniticn.

(c) Dispersal of aviaticn gasocline.

(d) Dispersal of aviation bombs.

(e) ieasures to protect supplies,

(f) Roads and water sup»ly (see Engineers and Ploneer

report),

REPLENISHUENT

The first ships to arrive after the initial landing were the
APD's CALHOUN, GR&EJORY, and LITTLE, with 120 tcns of rations, re-
presenting 3% days!' supply. Thereafter, ships arrived at irregular
intervals with all categories of supplies, but were rarely unlicad-
ed completely, because of interference by eneny air, surface and
under sea attack., The calender of ships!' arrivals for this phase
follcws: '

}

Calhoun, Gregory, Little.
Alnena, Fomalhaut
29 - Burrowsg, Kopara

Aﬁgust 21
00

]

31 — Betelpguese
September 1 - 3 YP!sg
: 2 — Pomalnaut
7 — Bellatrix, Fuller

A gcaedule of snip arrivals and departures, with an account
of cargo landed, 1s in Appendix 3,

ALiUNITION

ASNEX ¢ (4)



“a

o ®

b q‘ i'
.,gi__c“ R “ =

st -~ ANFNEX ¢ (CONT)

During this phase mll ammunition was in fthe hands of organ-
izaticns - no Divigion reserve had been established, An inventory
was taken and dJustmenﬁs were made among the organizations to
correct the hasty allocations made in transit from Red Beach.

These adjustments were found to be quite small,

In appendix "1% is an analysis of ammunition expenditure by
The Division in the principal engagements veginning with the first
battle of Matanikau, August 19, 1942, Thege figures are by no
meang preclse, but repvesent the begt approximation possible un-
der the conditiong that prevailed:

) Jungle warfare, at night.

) Frequent transfers of battalions,

) Enemy shells and bombs which burned or buried an
unknown quantity.

(
|
(

QO T®

DISPERSAL OF AVIATION AMMUNITION

During this phase, the first aircraft bombs arsived, with
other aviation material, Aviation personnel were insufriclent to
nhandle &ll their supplies, so the ordnance platoon was assigned
the duty of dispersing this ammunition until such time as Navy
personnel.could handle 1t. Two areas were selected adjacent to
the alrfield — one under cover of coconuts, the other in a series
of open drawg -~ to spread the risk of logs anticipated from bomb-
ing attack. No one could be found who knew the minimum distance
that should be provided between bombs to prevent syQpathetic det-
onation of the entire magazine. A minimum distance of 10 yards
was arpitrarily set. No more than 1 - 1000 pound bomb, 2 - 500
pound bombs, 3 - 300 pound tombs, or 5 - 100 pound bombs were
placed in any dump. Later, it was found that thig distance was
sufficient for unarmed bombs, as. several near-misses ruptured
bomb cases and burned the explcosive, but no more than one dump
was destroyed by any one near-miss., Bomb were laid in ditches
where possible, but many lay on flat surfaces, covered by & few
wisps of grass, Labor was not available to dug them in., The
losges sustained frOM eneny actlion was amagingly small,

DISPERSAL OF AVIATION GASQLINE

The same conditions prevailed with aviation gasoline as ap~
plied tc combs and the same organization directed i1ts dispersal.
However, & mininmum distance-eof 30 yards was fixed between dumps,
with not over 12 drums in each. Sites were gelected in dry 1ag—
oons, ditches, and gravel bars, to secure as much defilade as pos-
sible, and 'in case of gravel bars, to provide 'instant leaking away
cf gas if a dump were hlt, to avolid spreading fire by gesoline
running om the surface %o ddjacent dumps., Drums were habitually
laid flatato reduce 31lnouetue as a result of earli experience

i
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whioh showed tha't losses of drums on end were at least twice those
lald flat, other conditions being the same.

MEASURES TAKEN TO PROTECT. SUPPLIES
RATIONS ’

The Division wuarfermaster was faced with tine problem of a
very restricted area for dispersal of rations, inadequate shelter
for perishables, and no blast protection., As noted before 20
days'! rations were igsued to organizations, to effect dispersal,
The Division reserve was disposed as follews: Perishables were
stored in storage tents, while canned foocds were stacked according
to types and kinds, The only-shelter was that afiorded by coco-
nut trees, wiilch arforded concealment from high level observation,
while the itrees protected the stores to some extent by detonating
shells coming from the sea. There was no protection from bombing,
other than the site being removed from more obvicus installations -
radlo, powerhouses and airfield. It was thought, and rightly,
as experience proved, that no loss from fire was likely, in as
much as most rations were in tin and, if hit by shell, or bomb,
the contents would automatically quench any fire that uight be
started. Lossesg from enemy action were extremely small,

AMMUNITION

At first, organizations were preoccuplied with efforts to con-
ceal, rather than to protect, thelr ammunitiocn reserves, As a
result, ammunition was stacked about coconut trees, with high
silhouette, and covered wltn palm fronds., In late August, however,
they enemy spread his bomb pattern to include the coconut grove
adjacent to the airfields and exposed ammunition suifered some
logs. The area was quite dry,at the time and fire spread among
the dry fronds to otner dumps and increased the loss. The duunps
of the lst Marines, and aviation were principally affected, A
Division order was issued directing an immediate start on digging-
in ammunition level with ground surface and the burning of coco-
nut fronds that littered the ground, Work was immediately started
to accomplish this, but several weeks were required to complete
it. :

FUELS

L

LIQUT]

It was necessary to bury liquid fuels for the same reasons
stated above for ammunitiomw.  However, no effort was made to pro-
tect Jap crude oil, as its usefulness wag comparatlively small,
However, Jap kerosene, and gasoline, as well as our own, were grad-
ually dug in. In this instance, however, a compromise was made
in the depth of burying, to save time, Drums were placed in dumps
of ©, half buried. This practice enabled the sgtores to be given
protection much more rapidly and experience showed that the half-
silhouettie was Jjustified by the greatly reduced losses Trom bomb-
ing. i ‘ ' B coacazis gnd
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"Aviation gasoline was not dug in. The gquentity was too great and
rellance was placed on defilade and wide dispersion to cut losses.

FIRE FIGHTING

Two Jap Tire trucks were repalired by the First Msarines and a
fire brigade organized by Captain Cogswell, thier quartermaster.
. They guickly extinguished the first fire in their ammunition dump.
However, on September 2, a heavy bombing raid set fire to an S3D-
perked at the edge of the coconut grove., The bomb could not be-
remcved. (onsequently the bomb exploded and cast burning gas 1in
all directions. 90mm shell dumps were Jjust inside the woods lining
the field. One was ignited and the resulting explosions prevented
effective fire fighting and the coanflagration spread, For & Time
it seemed thet 211 thie ammunition and near by stores would be
lost, The fire brigade courageously fought the fire and eventually
brought 1t under control, althcugh Captain Cogswell and several of
nis men were wounded., No water supply was avallable at tiie time
other than the Lunga River, consequently the fire got ocub of con-
trol while the ftruck made its run to the river for refilling.
Iazamediately thereafter, water tanks from plantation houses were
repaired and spotted in the amumunition and ration dumps for a re-
serve gupply. However, this vroved fo be the most serious fire
logs sustained - subsequent losses were in the Division dudps as
a result of naval shelling, ot night, These losses were neglig-
ibie, as this ammunition had been buried by that time.

LR
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i COMMUNICATIONS
PHASE IV

Wire cowmunic9tio& facllities were improved and expanded dur—

ing Tthis phase., Operation of tactical radio nets was reduced to
a minimum due to necessity of conserving limited dry batiery sup-
plies, All types of expendable signal supplies became critical
and were classed ag controlled items with issues controlled direct-
ly by the Division Signal Officer. Only limited suppllies were
recelved Irom external sources. All units had been supplied with
30 day replenishiment allowances prior to departure fopr the operat-
ion and 1% was these supplies that preventced collapse of the com-
muniuauluﬂ system, Ounly small smounts of the 60 day replenishment

sucpllies carried by tihe Signal Company Sunply and Repalr Section
were landed prior to departure of the ships, and meny of the sup-—
plies not landed were never seen agsain. Reinforcing units arrive
ing at CACTUL were almost invariably short of signal equivment and _
the divislon had to share itg limited supovlies and equipment with L
these unlts,

Recoumenddtions.,

l. Automatlc supply of Signal Zqulpment to combat area
based on replenishment percentoges given in TBA., Any 1tem®can easily
be stopped if it would result in an excess, ¢

&

2. Provision made ror supply to all unlts which arrive
in & given area,

-

082/271 - i
Headquarters, Flrst Marine Division ‘ 5
Fleet Marine Force
C/o Postmaster, San Frencisco, Calif.,

8 October 1942,

From; The Commanding General,

To Tne Commander Souln Paclfic Area and South Pacific v
FOI‘CQ 3 . . t

subject: Japanese Radar (aptured at Fuadalcanal,

+
]

Reference: (a) CongoPac Secret dispatch 160725 Aug To {incPac
info ComAirsoPac.
(o) C& CaC0TUS Secret dlspatceh 251015 Aug o Com3oPa

\
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(c) ComSoPuc Secret dispaten 261800 Aug to C¢ lst MarDiv,
(d) ComScPacArea & SoPacFor ltr g67 ger No 00504 to ;

CG lst MarDiv, 17 Sep 42. ,

) CG 1lst MarDiv Secret dispatch: 222888 Sep to ComSoPac,

C& lst MarDiv Secret dispatch 290352 Sep to ComSoPac,

Info Opnav, i

(g) 0% 1lst MarDiv Secret dispatch 030631 to ComSoPac,
Info Opnav,

A/"\
@
S

Enclosures: (QiITTED)

1. In compliance with reference (c) the subject equipment
was loaded on the US3 BETELIEUSE on 25 Sentember 1942 for shipment
on Memorandum invoice to the Naval Research Laboratory. As noted ¢
in reference (e) the gerial systems and one radar were dsstroyed ;
during a bowmbing attack, Enclosure (A), token before destruction,
showg the radar aerial system. The Divigion hag no plans of the
redar or its installation for fOﬂwardlnb. Japanese Roadar equip-
ment capivured at Tulagl was also shipped as reported in reference
(g). |

2., The two radars found on CACTUS were located on a ridee
in tne vicilnity of itne airfield. :Huﬂ radar was installed in a
shelter as sinown by Enclosure (A). The shelters were mounted on
a brse permititing rotation through 360 degrees and were separated
a distance of approximately 175 yards. Rotution could be control-
led manually or bj 1ectrlc driven motors., High voltage power

cables buried about 1ifoot underground were run from & central

general use power plant located about 1000 yards away, with step-
dovn transTormers at a terminal station situated ! udeay between
the radars, The power plant was not in operation. Telephone ser—
vice connected to the central Japanese uelepnone exchange thirough
buried telepirone cable was avallsble 1ln each radar statlon.

3 In renly to reference {a) certain informstion was furn-
ished in reference (b) after a Japanese semi-portable power plant
was Tound and placed in operation to permit testing Lhﬁ'ﬁ&dur eqilip-
ment. This vower plant broke down after a short perijod of operation
and atvempts to obtain further information and to operate Lhe
radars had to be suspended.

4, The information requested in para, 1 (a), (c) and {g
can be determined by an examinatiorn of the equipment and enclosures
A and B. The radar was not capable of peing ship-based, instal-
lation was clearly visible from the air, horizontal polarization

‘was used, and the antenna wasg vertical, .
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: ANNEX D {2)



SRR ' ~ANNEX D (COnT)

5. No ‘attempt was made by the Japanese to destroy or
damage the radar installationss Tubes and spare parts were avall-
able, It 1s not believed that the radars nhad been placed in oper-
atlon except posslibly for testing purposes: '

6. Eneclosures Cl to C¢7 are forwarded to show types of Jap-
anese fixed station radio equipment and restifler units which
were captured.

Cl is a transmitter with apprcximately BOOO watts input and
frequeney range of 4000 to 17000 ke It has a plate
voltage switch that permits dULljlﬂD poteptlal guccess—
iveiy to the OS“l]latOP stage, doubler stage, lst IPA
stage and final PA stage during tuning orT the trans-
mitter, Cutput is CW 01ly.

(@]
o

1s a transmitier with approximately 600 wattis input and
freguency range of 4000 to 17000 kecs. Outouft 1g CW or
volce,  The small unit tc the left 1g the modulator.

(@]
[N

is the power supply unit for C2.

04 and 05 arc views of typlcal receivers,

-

Co and (7 are rectifier unite For battery charging equipment,

7 The equipment shown in encleosures (¢l to (C7 was placed
in operation by the utilization of parts from similar equipments
made unserviceable due to variocus types of gunfire and through the
technlical skill, abiiity and efforts under trying circumstances
cf Hagter Tbcnnical Sergeant Felix 1,, Ferranto, U. 5. Marine
Corps. The b“dFSmlLbelS are now in use pending the installetion
of standard Navy eguipment, Tne receivers were destroyed during
a pombing attack, :

8. The Japanege radio transmitting and receiving stations
were separated a distance cof approximately 2000 yards, They were
connected by & burled control cable with relays and patch cord
connections at each terminal to permit keying of any transmitter
from eny recelving positlion., Pecwer for both installations was o
be cbitained from the central power plant previcusly mentioned:
The insgtallations made provided for gix separate radio circults
and indicated congiderable cetailed planning, No excepftional
features of design or construction have been noted, Recslving
and transmitting antenna systems. were suspended from guyed creoe-
oted poles so that the fla@ftop of the gystem cleared the coconutb
groveg in which both statidns were situated.

A, &4, VANDEGRIFT

LT T R T T e S T T T S e T

ANNEX D (



¢

AWNEX D (C0uT)

Headquarters, First Marine Division
Fleet Marine Force
C/o Postmaster, San Fronciseo, Colif

8 December 1242,

From: The Cowmanding General,
To Commarnder Amphibious Force South Pacific,
Via : The Commanding Geéneral, lst Marine Amphibious Corps,
Subject: Alrcraft Communications in AMDhlblOUS Operations,
Reference: (a) ComAmphForgoPsc¢ Secret ltr. AG-2 over 004086 to
C& lst MarDiv, 19 Nov 42,
(b) 1lst MerDiv Simplified Alr ¢round Panel Code (2
coples enclosed),
(c) 1lst MarDiv Sig Opn Instrs (2 copies enclosed),
(d) CSP 1536 '
(e) CSP 1527(A) and 1528(A).
Enclosure; (A) Two coples reference (b),
(B) Two coples reference (c).
1. In reply to paragraph 4 of reference {2) the following

report 1s submitted relative to alr-ground commun

(a){1l) At the present time the normal
pregoerived for dlrect support air-ground communil

lcations:

radio frequency
cation 1s 3785 kes

and Tor artillery spotting communication 1g 7010 kes. For special
operatlicns involving ihe use of direct ouppOft ailrcraft speclal

provisions have been made in the Signal 4An.iex of
Oorder for Irequenciles and calls.,

(2) Radio communication with support
not veen reliable due to limitations of available
Lack of adeguate prior air-ground trqiuwpp on the
cerned. Sultable Irequency assignments present n
pl oblem provided naval aircraft has the necessary

ation in the various frequency bands. Initially
not availaile to naval aircraft operating at CACT
for use with Army eircfaft can 1ot be determined

—1

the Operation

ing aircraft has
equipnment and
pawt of &ll con-
O appre oLdble
colls for oper-—
sucn colls were

Us. Frequencies
until the fre-

quency coverage of the Armg-aireralt radio equipment is kilown,
Personnel and ground equipment are covered in detall later.
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(b)(1) The only method of air-ground visual signalling
used at CACTUS has been panel signalling in accordance with refer—
ence (b), enclosed, aircraft pyrotechnic signals, and maneuver
and sound signals as prescribved in reference (¢), enclosed, Alir-
ground visual signalling has been considerably limited by the ter-—

‘rain characteristics of this area in that jungle g“owthc and thick

vegetatlon usually precludes good observation and makes visual
communication difficult and often lapogsible.  Where panels can
ve properly displayed, paneks coupled with qropp@q megsages have
been the most rellablg and successful method. It 1s understooud
that colored smoke signals for use by aircraft are being developed.
It i1s belleved that when smoke signals are available they will
prov1ce the most relieble daylight method for yslanes signalling

round stations. Flashing light methods have not been used at
”AF”“S but prior experience indloateu that light signals are re-
liable during daylight only for Transmitting a few prearranged
meanings.

(2) As stated above, at the present time panel signal-
ling and dropped messages work best, Colored smoke signals for
aircraft, and also for ground use, appear to present a promise of
satisfactory air-ground visual bLW'HﬂWCPbiOH during daytime, and
flaghing light, possibly wilith color comblngtions, at night. Ap-—
pruprwate alrcraft and ground smcke signals and an alrcrart blinker
slgrial lamp with color combinations, thau can be keyed, are needed
to accomplish this., Visual sigrnalling hes been practicable at
CACTUS only because our alr forces have had complete local conirol
of the alr, a conditlon that may never again sxist. Lacking this
control, ordinary alr-ground visual conmunication as practiced in
the post will be limpossible and past methods must be considered
QB Thelr best as only ene srgency yetn de that probably will meet
withh 1ittle success. High altitude high speed planes which can
stay in' the air, can read only the nost simnle panel display or
otaer simple viesual signals. It is bolleveu that the radio pro-
cedure prescrived in reference (d) represents the only Ffeasible

-

solution for ceommunication WLtﬂ dlfOP‘It

(c) Calls used in air-ground comnunicatlon are pre-—

bed in reference. (o), coples 9noloqed. Assigned calls are

T to modification by special arrengement Tor specific oper—
Thne only code used for panel signalling is tahnat enclesed
ence (h), the key belng pre escribed in reference (¢). No
sotors are used LooaLLy and none have been found necessary.
erience has been‘uhdt authenticators have never worked
well for alr-ground communication unless of & very simple nature,
sush as & key word or phrase that can be easily remembered by
pilota, freom which 1s extracted certain predetermined letters.,
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The time element involved makes the use of any extensive code im—
practicable Yor direct support alrcroft comwunication. -The method
of panel signalling contalned in reference (e) may prove to be
satisfactory. It has not been placed in efrfect at CACTUS as &
change in the system used was not considered desireable. The as-—
signment of speciflc numeral groups to panel meanings should not
be made in reference (e), but should be made locally or in Oper-

~ation Orders so that associated numerals and meanings may be fre-

quently changad, It must be assumed that any code is compromised
when tihe firgt friendly plane fails to return, For tinis reascn,
any alrcraft code used in Amphibious Operations that does not per-
mit frequent change is lmpracticable, Reference (e), 1f used in
alrcrdft, will gquickly vwecome compromised,
(&) The grid system of 1lst Marine Division D-2 Map

No. 104 is in current use. Designation of apolnt grcund target
by grids to alrcrdft in the air is impraciticable. Area targets
may be designated by grid referende, For special operations pro-
minent terrain features have been given lettier designations and

sed as reference pointg, This method works very well. In areas
in which artiliery concentrations nave been planned artillery con-
centration numbers may be readily used to ﬁesignate those areas To
aircraft, It will be noted that reference (b) provides for the
designation of targets using panels and a dl” ction arrow.

(e) Various types cf ground radio equipment have been
used for communlcation with alrcraft, among which are the follow-
ing:

Navy radio equipments HModels TBX, TBW, GF/RU, GP/RU
and TGS,
army radio equipments Types 30R-284 and 50R-245.

Low powered sets such as tite TBX and SGR~28& have only suffilclent
range to work reliably with aircraft within ten miles. These por-
table type of equipment are the only types provided that can be
carried through jungle areas and over difficult terrain where
vehlcles can not be used. ‘here venicles can be operated, so that
the more powerful types of sets named above can be used, the radius
of rellable radio communication increaseg., For distances of 40

To 50 miles under fileld conditions, radloc equipient having a volce
power output of 40 or mcre watis, such as the &P, T3Y, or equiv-
alent Army gets, must be used., Such sgets, due to their welght

and primary puwer requirenmnents, must be installed in vehlcles and
therefore can not accompany unitg operating over terrain which pre-
vents the nassage of vehicles. Under such circumstances, radio
communication, using fleld eguipment, between the ground unit and
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‘the aircraft ground stetion can be esteblished. Provided radio
egquipment mounted in trucks is madde avallable to Aviation Liaison
Groups in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 6 of refer-
ence (d), and provided there has been sufficient preliminary air-
ground training, satisfactory communicsetion can be obtained with
supporting aircraft. ‘

(f) Except to provide for the local assignment of
code letters of the Direct Support Air-Ground Signals to mean-
ings, tiwus providing for frequent change to reduce the possibil-
1ty of comprcmise, no other changes are considered desireable or
necessary in reference (d). The procedure therein is sound, ad-
equate and capable of producing the results desired. To achieve
these results it is only necessary to fully carry out the prov-
isions specified therein, and to conduct dlrect support ailrcraft
training. Unless such tralning can be conducted successful em-—
ploymant of direct support aircraft can not be expected. Aviatlon
Lialson Groups, eguipment and aircraft for training have always
been sadly lecking i. the past, 2 condition that should not be
tolerat:d in the future, Any landing operation will probably re-
sult in failure if direct support aircraft can not be success~
fully employed. No plan for.the employment of direct support alr-
craft, regardless of how perfect it may be, will work in cowmbat
unless adequate training has been accomplisied,

(g) It must be anticipated that Army aircraft may be
ugsed tc provide direct air support for ground units in landing
operationg. A common procedure for the employment of direct sup-
port aircraft should therefore be uged by Army, Navy and Marine
forces, - It 1s belleved that Reference (e) could well be adopted
by all services for this purpose in crder to lnsure common doct-—
rine, nutual understanding and uniformity of training.

2 The following reccmmendations are made:

(a) That Aviation Lialson Groups and equipment as spec—
ified. in paragraph 6 of reference (d) be formed and provided Div-
isions at the earliest practicable date, That ample alrcralt be
made available during training periods for tralning in all phases
of air-ground communications and for employment as direct support
aireraft, and no landing operations against enemy forces te con-
ducted until this has been accomplished.

(b) That smoke signals for beth alr and ground use, and

a signal lamp with color combinations capable of béing keyed for
use in aircraft, be developed and provided without delay.

ANNEX D (7)
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f (o) That the system of panel signalling in reference
be subjected to trial in training periods and placed in effect
only if proveda satisfactory. '

(&) That reference (d) and (e), or revisiocns thereof
satisfactory to both services, be adopted for common use by the
Army and Navy.

A, A, VANDEGRIFT
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Three operations of importance took place during this phise.

On 21 August & force of Japanese attacked the positions held
by the lst Marines along the Tenaru River. Hostile activiiy was
Tirst noticed about 0230 and at 0400 had developed to a point cal-
ling for artillery fire, Commencing at 0403, the 3rd Battalion,
11%h Marines, in direct support of this sector, fired two j repared
concentrations in front of the lst Marines. At 0815 these same
concentrations were repeated. At 0722, 0742, and 0851, observed
fires were fired in tie same general area. At about 0900, two
batteries were shifted to support the counter attack of the Div-
islon Reserve, At 0927, received orders to cease Tiring as own
troops were moving into the area.

The 5th Battalion, 1llth Marines was alerted to fire if nec-
essary to reinforce tie 3rd Battallon., At 0830, one battery was
put in field pesition to fire alr spol on call, but was not used.
At 0922, rired two batteries, interdicting the mouth of the Ilu
River to prevent retreat of Jdnlne € forcpe

Observation was very restricted. Observed fires were fired
by forward observers. Fire control was normal.

Amnunition expended was 375 rounds 7bmm pack howitzers, and
40 rounds 105mm howltzers.

The lessons learned in this operation were;

(1) Artillery using super quick fuze is mest effective against
troovs in wooded areas, particularly the cocanut groves of the
tropics. Ore report from pPloOHBPS indicated tha t one unit of ap~
proximately 100 nen all but six were casualties as & result of one
artillery concentration.

(2) only experienced officers, preferably of the rank of
Cantaln or above, should be used as 1lialson officers with infantry

regluaents, thn nessible, either the artillery bvattallon commander

or executive officer should be sent to the infantry regimental C.P»
at first sign of enemy activity. :

On £7 August the 2nd and 5th Battalions, 1lth Marines, fired
on datanikau village in conjuction with a landing operation of the
lst Battalion, Hth Marines near the village of Kokumbona, Ob-
servatlion was by Higgine boat, and communication by radio, Fire

TANNEX E (1)

o

FPTREEN



"'ﬁ

®h

; g , AulieX E (CONT)

‘eontrol normal. Ammunition expended: 45 rounds 75 pack howitzer,
‘and 30 rounds 105mm howitzer.,

This action was in the nature of a diversion, and not in dir—
€ct support of the infantry, as the latter were pojond artillery
range. .

On 13 geptember, 1942, the lst Raider Battalion and 1lst Para-
chute Batiallon occupled positions on the bare ridges just to the
soutin ¢f the airfield. The fifth Battalion, 1ltn Marines, had one
pattery in field position headed scuth in direct support of this
area, with an cbserver post and liaison officer. (Coumunications
by wire from 5%h Battalion switchboard to Railder switchboard and
line direct from 5th Battalion to observer. Observer was posted
about 150 yards south of Edson Ridge at a front line listening
post mainteined by Special Weavons Battery, Eleventh Marines, In
preparation ror supovort, one batt erv of the 5th Battalion had been
reglistered to tihe south early in tiie afternoon and a few concent-
rations plotted. Accurate plotting wao impossivle due To the fact
that the area in guestlion did not snow on the map, because of a
cloud in the aerial mosaic. ' :

Observer reported the enemy in the woods, in froent of his
position; alsc evidence of enemy about 1000 Jardc south, e fired
cn the route of apwroach &pUPuXLmdtOly in this area about 21C0.
All wes qulet Tor a Tew minutes, then observer reported increascd

gctivity in woods to nis immediate rront, about 200 yards. C(Coclonel
.Edgon gave his permisslion and fire wag brought in thils area wit!
one baitery about 2130, This seemed %o create some confusion among

the enemy and a few were seen to come out of the edge of the woode
towards thas ridge our troops were holding. It being apparently
srmafnlub plgger than ordinary night patrol skirmlshes, the seccnd
battery 1n the fleld wes shifted from the west to the south, and
the third bat.ery sterted from its regular position into the field
positlion.

AT abcut 2200 a heavy concentration was again fired into this
ares and the eremy started coming out of the woods towards our
lines in force. The observer party had tc move back to our front
lines ego that we were temporarily out of communication.

From that tlme on until after dayllznu on the morning of 14
epTenber, continuous fire in support of the operation wag maln-—
ined on various areass by one or more batteries., iost of the fir-
g was very olose to our own front lines, 200 yards and less in

me instances, Normal communicationg were. disrupted, and various
expedlente wers used to malntain coimmunicatlion. With only short
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breaks, wire communication was maintained throughout the operation
either through our own lines or througi other units found to be in
overation., From time to time one batiery was used to searci known

-routes of approach and assembly areas, The majority of heavy fir-
Sing was at, and even below, minimum range, from 1600 to 2000 yards.

A standing barrage was maintained in the draw just south of the .
C.P. Ridge from 0200 until daylight and apparently effectively
blq ced thig flank of the position.

A total of 1992 rounds of lOOmwAhOWltZGf ammunltiou Wag eX—

pended 1n thls operation.

The JaomneSL also made secondary attacks on both flanks,
with an attack of fair proportions on the western flank in the area
held by the 5th Marines. Tne 2nd and 3rd battalion, 1lltn HMarines,

.fired in support of the flanks, Total amuunition expended 878

rounds 7bmm pack howltzer,

This action again cmpnaslzud the necessity for adb%uate maps

for artillery. The 5th Battalion was seriously nandicapped in this
action because the map did not cover tue territory in which most
of the fire was nlaced.

Another point to be considered is that in Jjungle warfare the
artillery of a defensive setup should not be placed too close to
the infantry lines. Tihe added range ovtalned by placing tne art-
illery well forward 1s of no value unlesg observation of the ter-
rain permits of 1ifts use, which will very seldom be the case.
Artillery too cloge to the infantry is not only needlessly exposed
but 1s actually less effective because of the limits imposed by
mininum range considerations, and, in thie cuse of 105um howitzers
the impossibility of using high-angle fire at ranges less than ’800
yards.

T. B, HUGHES
LtCol:, U.5: HMa 1lne corps,

- e e e e e e e mm e em e me s eml e e e e emm e e e e e PR —

0.G., 1lth HMarines 4 Mérch, 19455“
F,C. anbn
by direction,
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GDG/eas FIFTH MARINES, FIRST MARINE DIVISICH,
FLEET MARINE FORCE,
¢/o Postmaster, San Franclsco, Calif,

March 3, 1943,
RECORD EVENTS - 21 August, 1942 to September 18, 1542,
August 21, 1942 -

At 0200, heavy small arm and mortar firing was heard from
Tenaru River area occupied by lst Marines. It was believed to
be an enemy landing force attacking. At 0230, artillery fire
from cur own artillery was heard Jjoining in the fire fignt,
0400 - On crder of Division, 1lst Bn 65th Marines, less beach de-
Tense guns, was ordered to assembly area to be prepared to assist
lst Marines. At 0600, our aircraft tock to the air. At 0820,
I-3-5 was ordered tc proceed along beach to the east bank of Mat-
anlkau River and contact any enemy west of that river. 0900 -
Word was received from Division that The enemy was in some force
and were armed with rifles, machine guns and mortars and that they
were attempting to force the Tenaru River but the 1lst Marines had
the situation well in hand, 1100 - Enemy bombers overhead escorted
by zero fignters. These were engaged by our fighters and one zero
shot down, 13156 - I-3-5 returned and reported only two enemy met.
Both were killed. At about 1900 received word that the 2nd Bn
oth was coming over from Tulagi., 1930 - Réceived report on enemy
landing. It was a force of about 1000 who had landed on 18 August,
1942 on Horth Coast of Guadalcanal, East of Division area. The
2nd Bn of the lst engaged the enemy on the west bank of the Tenaru
River while the 1lst Bn, 1lst Marines, crossed the river scuth of the
main fire fight and enveloped thelr position, ccmpletely surrounding
and annihilating the entire force, Results as of 1700 -~ 700 Jap-
anese known to be killed, 2 prisoners taken, An undetermined number
drowned and shot in the waters of Tenaru River and ocean while try-
ing to escape, 1lst Marines continuing cleaning up the area. 2100 -
2nd Bri, 5th Marines, landed at Kukum and bivouacked in 1--5 area.

August 22, 1942 -

0800 -~ I-3-5 left to patrol east bank of Matanikau River.:
1030 - & P-400 planes arrived and landed on airfield. 1400 -
I-3~5 returned and reported no centact with the enemy, Continued
consolidating defense positions.

August 23, 1942 -
1800 - Torpedo fired at U.S.3. FORMAHAUTT. Torpedo missed

and came upon beach in 1-5 defense area. (Continued consclidating
defense positions,
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- Mugust 24, 1942 -

0200 - Naval gunfire received from enemy submarine, one shell
hitting near a Weapons Company 37mm poslition wounding 4 men..

11430 -~ 9 enemy bombers, escorted by zercs, overnead, slight damage

done. Bombers attacked by our fighters, 1530 ~ Division reported
that our fighters downed 21 enemy planes in our area, some before
and others after bombing our area, 1915 -~ gmall enemy patrol re-
ported in upper Lunga River area outside our defense area., . De-
fense area extended. '

August 25, 1942 -

‘0001 -~ 4 enemy ships (cruiser and destroyer type) fired on
Regimental area. A number of shells hit in center of Regimental
C.P., doing little material damage, Two men killed, 6 wounded.

0100 ~ OQur planeg took off from field to contact enemy, 1020 ~
Recelved word from Division that our planes had damaged two Japanese
transports and one crulser about 150 mlles orf shore, neaded this
way. 1130 - 21 Japanese bombers (two motor) came over and bombed
airfield. One man wounded, slight damage done to field,

August 26, 1942 -

Jontinued to consolidate positions. 2nd Bn burned grassy
field near their area, 1145 - Alr rald by 16 Japanese bombers,
escorted by fighters, No damage done, Enemy lost 8 bombers and
9 fighters., We lost 1 fighter,. 1700 - H-2-5 relieved 1-5 beach
defenseg, 1-5 moved into assembly position preparatory to daylight
embarkation,

August 27, 1942 -

0540 ~ lst Bn embarked at Kukum beach, wlth mission of
landing 1000 yards west of Kokumbona Village, sweeping eastward
to Matanikau in time to reembark and return to Kukum by dark,
0700 -~ 1-5 landed at degignated beach in column of companies,
Nc opposition. 0800 - Co C secured high ground 800 yards inland;
1st Bn commenced moving down trail to -the east withh Co C moving
along the ridges on the right flank of the battalion, No opposit-
ion in Kokumbona or nearby villages, but evidence that small num-
bers of Japs were living therein. Thatched houses were burned and
small caches of munitions destroyed. (Cne prisoner, workman, cap-
‘tured. Progress of covering company on ridges made Bn advance
along trail very slow., 1140 - Advance platoon of Co B hit by en-
emy sniper, MG, and light mortar fire. This actlon comuaenced along
the trail about 1500 yards east of Xokumbona, tetween tne ocean

ANNEX ¥ (23
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and a coral ridge 300 yard inland. Close in flanking efforts

were stopped by MG fire. 8lmm and 60mm mortar fire partially sili-
enced enemy firing, About 1530, battalion C.O. ordered units to
commence withdrawal tc re-embark and return to Lunga-Kukum de-
fensive area., Upon receipt of this information, Regt'!'l C.C.,

by radio dispatch, relieved 1lst Bn C.0. and ordered 1-5 to stay

in field until enemy defeated. 1600 - Regti'!l C.0., with part of
L-3-5, left Kukum by boat to take charge Kokumbona action, 1750 -~
Regt'l C/O. arrived Xokumbona, ordered 1-5 to occupy high ground
2000 yards 5.W, of Kokumbona and to move against the enemy at
-daylight. At 0610, I-3-5 left their bivouac area with orders to
proceed along the beach trall, crosg the MHetanlkau River, and %o
wipe out any enemy opposition encountered, and tc push on until
they meet the 1lst Bn. Two Japanese were killed by I Co before they
reached the Hatanikau and the Hiver itself was crossed witn no
opposition.. At approximately 1600, I Co encountered enewy oppos-—
ition about 2000 yards west of the Matanikeu, At 1610, Col Whal-
ing Jjoined I-3-0, Attempts were made to flank the enemy positions
by two sguads of I Co, but tnese proved unsuccessful because of
heavy enemy macihlne gun and mortar fire., I Co then dug in for the
night. _

August 28, 1942 -

At 0500 I Co pushed forward, the enemy having withdrawn dur-

- ing the night and operations of previcus day continued during night
and morning, both unites making contact half way betwescn the two
villages, most of the eneny retreated inte the mountains between
the two meeting forcew. =Enemy casualiies were about 20 killed and
quite a few wounded., In the enemy area there was found a large
quantity of enemy ammunltion and material which was destroyed or
brougint back and turned over to Division. The losses of the reg-
iment were 5 killed and 18 wounded, At about 1500 all units re-
turned and reoccupied Lunga-Kukum defensive positions, 1800 -

Received word frcm Division that our air fcrce had sunk 3 enemy de—

stroyers about 80 miles from Guadalcanal,

August 29, 1942 -

0425 -~ Rombed by about 18 enemy planes, all bombs fell out-
side Regimental area, 1245 — bombed by about 14 enemy bombers
escorted by zero fighters., No damage done in Regimental area,
continued consolidating positions and unloading destroyers and
boats bringing supplies., '

August 30, 1942 -

ANNEX F (3? ) .
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0005 — Received word from Divigion to expect bombing and shell

fire from enemy planes and ships. 0010 - Received word that o
.enemy cruisers were in the vicinity, 1100 - Enemy planes overinead
‘but because of rain no bombs were dropped. 1430 ~ 18 new Grumman

fighters arrived %o replace onesg which had been damaged or shot .
down., 1435 — Bombed by enemy bombers., Sone bombs hit beach in

3-5 area, others hit on or near the U.5.8, CALHOUN which sank 1in
%% minutes. About 90 of the crew were saved, 1900 -~ Recelved
word that 2 Japanese cruisers and 2 destroyers sighted 100 miles
cff, headed our way.

August 31, 1942 -

0045 - Naval gunfire and bombing was heard off coast about
20 miles NE. 0050 ~ Received word Japanese were landing tooops
on teach 20 miles NE of our positions., Two APD's and two destroy-
ers came in today. 1250 — K-3-5 sent patrcl to Matanikau River,
Wo contact reported. (Continued consclidating positionss 1300 -
Air reaid but no damage done. ‘ '

Septembef 1, 1942 -

Continued consolidating positlionsg. Air raid alarm at 1220
but secured at 1345 with no planes visible overhead,

September 2, 1942 -

0400 -~ Recelved werd that two cruisers and a transport were
unloading troops near Tavul Point, 1135 - Japanese bombers and
some fighters bombed area starting some fires and destroying several
planes, drums of ¢ll and ammunition. Two bombs fell 1n 5th Marines
area, '
September 3, 1942 -

0100 ~ Received naval gunfire from submarines off coast. No

“casualties, 0845 - Bombed by enemy planes, No casualtles.

September 4, 1942 -

0445 — 2-5 left on patrol to Kokumbona zrea, Two companies
(E,F), proceeded along the ridge approximately 1 mile from the beach
wnile G Co and H Co proceeded along thne beach with Bn Hdgs. 1235 —
bombed by enemy bombers. No casualties,

September 5, 1942 -

ANNEX ¥ (4
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0045 - ghelled by Japanese cruiser and 4 destroyers. 1 man
killed, 1015 - Bombed by enemy bombers. 1217 - Bombed by eneumy
bombersg. 1300 - 2-5 returned from patrol, reported that they con-
tacted and killed 2bout 6 Japanese soldiers and burned a small
amount of Japanese supplies.,

September 6, 1942 -

Continued consolidating positions. Excentionally quiet all
day with no air raild alarms,

September 7, 1942 -

Continued consolidating pcsitions., Another quiet day and night
with no air raid alarms. '

Séptember 8, 1942 -

Continued consolidating positions. Alr raid alarm at 1825
was secured at 2000 with no planes overhead,. '

September 9, 1942 -

1125 — Bombed by enemy bombers., (ontinued consolidating
positions. @-2~5 brought four enemy prisoners in who surrendered
during night at the 2nd Bn CP.

September 10, 1942 -

0030 - Enemy naval gunfire off shore, objective Tulagi Harbort
1000 ~ Bombed by enemy bombers, 26 enemy planes in all, All clear
at 124056,

September 11, 1942 -

0745 —~ I and L Companiesg of the 3rd Bn left on patrol to
Matanikau River area, 1000 - Bombed by enemy bombers, 1230 -
Bombed by enemy bombers. Lt, Col. Rosecrans, Bn Conmander, 2nd
Bn and Major Skinner, Executive Officer, 2nd 3n, were injured dur-
ing the bombing near the airfield while enroute to Division CP;
concussion blew them out of a shelter. Colonel W, J. Whaling,
Regt'l Executive Officer took command of the 2nd Bn during the ab-
sence of Colonel Rosecrans. 24 Grumman fighters arrived late this
afternoon with more expected soon.

September 12, 1942 -

ANNEX Jv(5§ .
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0825 — Bombed by enemy bombers, 0830 - 1 platocn from 3-5
left on patrol %o Matanikau River area. 1245 - Enemy planes drop-
ped incendlary papers in area. 1500 - Patrol from 3-5 returned
and repoerted contact with enemy. COne Jap soldier killed., 2200 -~
Recelved naval gunfire from 1 enemy cruiser and 1 destroyer, Damage
slight, 2300 - Received enemy naval gunfire. from 5 enemy destroy-
ers., Damage slight. Report on air fight earlier in day received
with news that land based planes downed 12 enemy bombers and &
fighters and we lost 2 Tlghters. The enemy planes then ran-into
& group of carrier based fighters and lost many more, making a total
of 31 enemy mdaneg downed in complete action.

September 13, 1948 -

0920 - I-3-5 left on patrol to the village of Matanikau,
1030 - Bombed by 25 enemy bombers, Damage slight, 1400 - I-3-5
returned from patrol, Reported killed 2 Jap soldiers, 1430 -
Area gtrafied by enemy float planes, 2 of cur planes shot down
while landing, 2330 - Recelved naval gunfire from 2 enemy destroy-
ers and one crulser, Damage slight, ‘

September 14, 1942 -

0053 ~ £ enemy destroyers and 1 cruiser sighted about 15,000
yards off 5t Marines area going from East to West, 0330 - 3rd
Brn repcrted veing attacked by strong enemy force estimated to be
about 1000 men, 0830 - 3rd Bn reported 4 men kilied and 9 men
wounded, Inemy attsack defeated with an estimated loss of about

40 killed and considerable number of wounded, 0950 - Bombed by

€3 enemy bombers, Damage slight. 1030 - I and L Companies reegt—
ablighed contact with the enemy. 8Sniping continued to about 1430
when I Company moved out on ridge forcing enemy to withdraw leaving
a nuuber of dead and considerable equipment behind, On the night
cf 13-14 September the 2nd Bn, 5%th Marines, moved into Division
Reserve and then relieved the Ralder Bn and Parachute Bn in the

,Tront lines behind the Division CP, During the action in defense

of Henderson Field, 5 men were killed and 55 wounded., It was est-
lmated that several hundred of the enemy were killed,

September 15, 1942 -

0915 - Qur lines extended, the 1lst Bn moving out to the line
of ridges opposite the airfield with left flank on river, right
Tlank in contact with the 3rd Bn, 5th. 1330 - Bombed by 18 enemy
bombers, Slight damage., 1-5 and 3-5 send out patrols to south
and west, Had contact with small patrols, several prisoners taken
and sent to Division, 2115 - Enemy machine gun opened fire on B-1-5,

ANNEX I (8)
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Firing silenced by mortar fire from B Company.

September 16, 1942 -

0845 - L-3~5 left on patrol to Hetanikau., 2110 - Bombed by
enemy bomters, Damage slight. 1355 - L-3-5 returned from patrol.
Reported one Jap soldier in Matanikau Village who ran into woods
when patrol apprecached, Continued consolidating regimental posit-
ions.

September 17, 1942 -

0852 - L-3-5 left on patrol to west. 0915 - Patrol from Hq
oth passed througan lst Bn lineg, patrolling to Souta and West,
1500 - H&S patrol returned. Reported one Jap soldier was seen in
village who ran when patrol approached.

September 18, 1942 -

0430 ~ 7th Marines, reinforced arrived and landed in 5th
Marines beach area, 0700 — 2 liaison officers sent aboard destroy-
er Tto direct navel gunfire on Kckumbona zrea, 0800 -~ L-3-5 left
on patrol to West. 1400 - 1L-3-5 returned. Reported no contact.



ANNEX G

FIRST MARINES, FIRST MARINE DIVISION,
FLEET MARINE FORCE.

"HISTORY OF THE FIRST MARINE REGInENT'

PHASE IV
(20 August —— 18 September)

20-21 August Battle of the Tenaru.

Contact was established with an unidentified Japanese
unlt of approximately 1000 g¢trong at 0310, 21 August, 1942,
According to information obtained from questioning three pris-
oners, thig force consisted of separate units which had made
a rendezvous~in mid-ocean south of Truk on the 14th or 15th
of August and had been landed on Guadalcanal the 18th, gScme
of these units came from Guam, Japan, and Truk. One, consist-
ing of 200 men, left Hokkardo, Japan, on the 1llth on trans-
ports, was transferred to two destroyerg in mid-ocean four
days later and was landed on Guadalcanal the 18th approximate-
ly 25 miles east of the Tenaru River. They marched westward
for two nights, hiding away during the daytime, untlil they
made contact with our forces the nmorning of the Zlst. Dur~

ing the engagement the enenmy exhlblteu no sign of reserve
poOweED,

At 2030, 20 August, two members of the Second Bat—
talion beach patrol reported a white flare which rose from
the woods east of the Tenaru River. When they saw the flare
the members of the patrol were in the vicinity of the point
on the western side of the mouth of the Tenaru River, A%
2400 a sentry stationed on the point, fired at someone on
the othier side of the river who did not answer hig challenge.

At 0310 the enemy launched the initial attack on
the point with hand grenades, smoke bombs, machine gun fire,
The infantry attempted to cross the sandbar, which closes the
mouth of the Tenaru, to engage our troops with tihie bayonet.
Approximately 200 of them tried to force the point, but our
forces neld firm and drove them back to the eastern bark of
the river. There they dug in, engaged our forces in a fire
fight and concentrated mortar fire on the point in an endeav-
or to demolish our positions. With the increasing effective-
ness of our small arms, automatic fire and artillery concen-
trations, some of the enemy attempted to withdraw castward a-
long the shore in landing boats which had been lying in the
vicinity of Red Beach, Our planes strafed them for a distance
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!! five miles down the coast. As the fight progressed dur-—

ing daylight, the enemy found themselves enveloped by our
First Battalion, supported by a company of tanks, and facing
the sharp fire of the Second Battalion along the west bank
of the Tenaru, They fougnt to annihilation.

It is estimated that over 900 of the.-enemy were
killed. One surrendered and 14 were taken prisoner. The
enemny was well equipped with automatic rifles, machine guns,
mortars, hand srenades, smoke boubs, Tleme throwers, anti-
tank bombs, maps of the area and camouflage nets., Their mor—
ale wag Judged to be nigh, Their assault across the sand
spit at the mouth of the Tenaru was delivered determinedly
and .with almost fanatical disregard for the heavy fire that
was anninilating them, Examination of captured documents and
priscners revealed that a great portion of this force were
seasoned troops and had served at Saipan, Guam, Kidway and
Truk. The unit of 200 that came from Hokkardo had been train-
ing for a year and were on their first campaign,

: Twenty-five (25) Marines were killed in the Second
Battalion and forty-four (44) wounded. Seven (7) were killed
in the First Battalicn and thirteen (13) wounded., Two (2)
were killed 1n the Speclal Weapons Battalion and fourteen (14)
wounded. One (1) was wounded in Reglmental Weapons Company.
Three (3) were wounded in H & S Cewpany., Total - Thirty-four
(34) killed and seventy-five (75) wounded. Reorganization
was completed at 1800.

The following enemy weapong were captured;

10 Heavy Machine 3Guns

20 Light Machine Juns

20 Heavy Grenade Throwers

700 Rifles

20 Pigtols

Undetermined number of sabres, hand grenades
and Banglore Torpedoes,

3 70mm Battalion Guns.

12 Flame Throwers.

Demolition Equipment,

Inproving defenses, fortifying and mining the sand
splt acrogs the mouth of the Tenaru and extensive patrolling
weg the order of the day in preparation for any eventuality.
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: 25 August; a "G" Company, Second Battalion patrol
under Captain Sherman, captured two Japanese Soldiers east
of the Tenaru River in the vicinity of th¢ Block Four River,

9 September, a patrol from "I" Company, Third Bat-—
talion, under Lieutenant Barry, engaged a small enemy force
“of about 15 men at the edge of the woods south of Beach Red,
A brief skirmish ensued. At least two enemy were killed or
wounded, The next day anotiier patrol under Lieutenant Barry
engaged a Japanese patrol of apoproximately 20 men in the vic-

inity of Beachh Red. Three Japanese were wounded,

11 September, a "G" Company, Second Battalion pat-
rol under Captailn Sherman, engaged a Japanese patrol and kil-
led 3 to 6 eneuny.

Notes on the Japanese as observed in the Battle of thie Tenaru.

WEAPCHS (Officers) ‘ o
, A1l carried sabers and automatic pistols of various
makes ranging 1in calicer from .25 to .38,

The Nambu automatic pistol (model 1925), cal., 7mm -
found on several offlcers. The 8mm cal., of the seme make was
carried by many of the non-commissioned officers,

Like the colt the Hambu can be stripped without
tocls. Thae rear sight i1s in front of the frip beneath the
trigger guard, Welght 21bs, muzzle veloclty 950 feet per
gsecond,

WEAPONS (Individual Soldier)

Two types of rifles; one, the Arushe, cal..25G,
(model 1905), the other the cal, 7.7mm, model 1919 of the
same make.

Bayonets, carried by every soldier, very sharp,
and with the hooked ring below handle to catchi opponent'!s
blade. In the hand to hand fighting &t Hell's Point 1t was
noted that they held thelr bayonets in their hands and used-
them as swords, :

Handgrenades — Thelr effectiveness and bursting rad-
lus were noted as slight. Each soldier carried several, used
them frequently.

Dynamite, TNT and other demolition materlals car-
ried in considerable gquantity, :

Parts for machine guns and other weapons carried in
special oil-treated cloths,

All automatic weapons have flash-niders.

Heavy grenade thrower (model 189), used effectively.

Nambu LMG, cal, 7,7ma,

70mm Battallion Guii,.

S
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Anti-tank grenades, fitted with magnets, canvas
covered, with four square magnets attached to outside. Pull
pin and T explodes in approximately nine seconds. (an be
thrown successfully from ghort distances.

. - Flame throwers, land mines, bangalor torpedoes were
carried but never used.

INDIVIDUAL EQUIPLENT

The Japanece pack, all ncted as scrupulously clean,
contained:

‘ Camouflage nets for helmet and shoulder with twigs
and grass woven into them,

Artificial grasses of different colors,

Thnree piece set of cooking utensils,

Two or three caneg of food, sweet cakes, bread and
rice,

Extra palr of shoes, elther sneakers or hobnails,

nderolotnes socks, toilet articles. :

Aluost without exception, a diary.

In many cases, oplum,

In some of the packs were small Japanese flags with
writing scrawled on them. XNo tactical use of these flags was
noted. ‘

Fach goldier earried a first aid kit containing two
sterile triangular bandages and two picric acid guazes for
burns., ‘ ’

Officers and non-commissioned officers carried
heavy leather dispatch cases, well supplied with maps of this
area, notebooks ete.

COMMURICATION EQUIPHERT .

(Tn;s information was obtained by a communicator
who accompanied a patrol of the lst Battalion which engaged
and annihilated a Japanese patrol of men and officer on 12
August, In what little time he had h noted the following):

Portable field radio - ultra high frequency - 3
tubes, self-contained battery. Size approximately 10"x3"x8",
Similar to our TBY.

Another larger radio set - about 18"x10%"x10"., Two
tubes, simply constructed. Batteries carried in a geparate
unit. '

Field telephone - in wooden box -~ somewhat similar
to our own.

Several reels of assault wire, some colored yellow,
some black. The wire i1gs strong with heavy insulation.

Telephiories use single strand wire ~ ground return.

Blinker gignal consisting of a luminous plate about
5 incheg in diameter inserted in a tube approximately 4 inches
long.
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TACTICS

_ T:ie Japanese, 1in attempting to gain a footinold at the point

oni the western side of the moutih of the Tenaru River, relied on

the surprise of a qulck nignt atiack, assault in large numbsrs and

supporting fire from heavy and light machine guns and heavy grenade

throwers. Ratner than keeping low to the sand spit which closes

the mouth of tie Tenaru and inflltrating across, they charged

standing stralght up with small intervals between men and recelv-

ing our fire continued To expose themgelves with utter disregard

for 1ife.. Those that were able tc reach this side of the river

were in great ccenfusion and for the most part leaderless. The

ocfricers, who led the advance across the sandbar were the first

to be shot, _ -
Their tendency to bunch up was demcnstrated further after

they had been driven back to the east bank of the river. Three

cor four of their machine guns were placed sc close tegether that

they were within the bursting radius cof one of our heavy mcrtar

shells. Five men were seen taking cover around the same tree. :
On the cther side of the river the Japanese, held by the fire

ef the 2nd Battalion from the west tank ef the river, enveloped

by the 1lst Battalion and subjected %o artillery concentrations,

had 1ittle choice of tactics, They dug in as much as they were

able in small defensive unit¥s and engaged in the fire fight, Their

marksmanship was poor, Their individual camocuflage good., Snipers

fired from the tops of coccnut trees.

In the heat of battle the Japanese hid behind their own dead,
even played dead and smeared blocd on themselves, and sniped at
our troops. When facing capture, many commnitted hari-kari bty det-
onating handgrenadeg held close to their midriffs.

S7mm cannister proved to be a devastating type of ammunition,

13-16 September Batile of Bloody Ridge

At 2215, 13 September, a group of enemy attacked "K" Ccmp-
eny, Third Battelion, listening post, which was commanded by Lisut-
enarnt Terzi and which was located in the jungle just west of the
I1lu River and abcut 600 yards esost of the Third Battaliocn posit-
ions along the upper reglong of the Tenaru River. Terzi's listen—
ing post withdrew,

"K" Company opened fire at 0015, 14 September, and engaged
the enemy until 1400. 28 enemy dead were observed along "K" Comp~
any barbed wire, and evidence was later found of more -dead and
wounded having been dragged back by the enemy to his lines. "K"
Company was supported by mortars, tanks and artillery all of which
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accounted for an undetermined number of thie enemy.

14-15 September — The Third RBattalion fired intermittently
at the enemy throughout the night., Strength of the attacking force
was estimated to be one battalion reenforced with 7Omm field pleces
and AT guns. :

15-16 September — Intermittent enemy mortar and light artil-
lery fire on Third Battalion positions. Returned fire with our
mortars and artiliery and believed to have knocked out several
enemy mortars and field pieces, |

Total enemy casualties inflicted on the enemy during the per-
iod 13-16 September estimated to be 200,

17 September - A "G' Company, Second Battalion patrol under
Captain Sherman captured on Japanese heavy grenade thrower, one
heavy machine gun, two full grenade carriers, three boxes of ,303
ammunition and one banglore torpedoe, On the same day the First
Battalion under Lieutenant Colonel Cresswell advanced on a battal-
ion in force up the Lunga River and engoged an undetermined number
of enemy killing approximately 50, Our losses were 18.

In both battles the Japanese had shown thelr preference for
night fighting. (onsequently night security was stressed and out-
post security doubled,

Beth at the Tenaru and Bloody Ridge the Japanese charged our
automatic weapons fiercely and fanatically with utter disregard for
life, In many cases 1t was merely, holding 'em and squeezing 'em,
mowing the enemy down as they assaulted, Qur superlor fire power
was unquestionably invaluable. '

Qoordination of mortar arnd machine gun fire was effective,
Mortar fire caused the Japs to stand up and run. As they d4did so,
our machine guns covering the area where the mortars were landing,
reked them with bullets, '

X At the Battle of the Tenaru the muzzle blasts of our 37mm
gung blew the gsand of the beach into the muzzles of the guns caus—
ing steppages. Blankets were staked to the sand underneath the
muzzles of the gune preventing the sand from being sucked into the
muzzles of the guns,

It was found that very close infantry protection for 37mm

and machine guns crews was egsential to prevent enemy infantry
from advancing so near to the gun emplacements ag to be able to
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knock cut the gun crews with handgrenade and bayonet.

P

Beth at the Tenaru and 3loody Ridge, Tthe Japanese relied on
the surprise of quick night attack and furious assault to win the
battle. Thereafter thelr Tactice seemed for tihe most part to be
to ohdrgc and charge agaln, though at the Tenaru they attempted a

emall flanxing movement along the water's edge which was soon ex-

term“neung,

1t was uctled tpat the Jape in many cageg assaulted with fixed
bayonets not having & round of ammunition in their rifles., Their
indoctrination treining stressing bayonet flghting as the honorable
and highly sought type of individual combeat was fanatically carried
cut., In &ll hand to hand tayonet I;Ghtln5 the Japs were nc match
for our men,

The initlal assault LDy our five tanks acrogs the fleld east
cf our Tilird Battalion lineg at the Battle cf Blcody Ridge was
entirely succegsful. They caused much havoc among the enemy and
returned unharmed, Within an hour they atvecked again over the
same terrsin, Meanwhlile the Japanegse had time to move 37mm {(Fer—
man made) AT guns into position along the wood's edge at the east-
ern gide of the field. They opened fire on our tanks wilch were
assaulting for the second time and kncecked out three of them. It
thus proved extremely unwise to attack cover the same terrain again
and especially within a period of time long enouvgh to allow the
enemy to bring their AT guns intc position. The ammuniticn used
bty the Japanese to knock cut our tanks was AP and HE combined,
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AVIATION ACTIVITIES ON GUADALCANAL

The first combatant aircraft arrived on 20 August 1942
when VHMF 223 and anR 232 began their memorable tour of duty at
Henderson Field, Much of the success of the Guadalcanal operation
was cdue to the tlrcless efforts of these two squadrons and es-
pecially to their comnanding officers Major R.C. Mangrum and Cap-
tain J.L. Smith. Reginning operations the very next day the first
of many Japaness pianes was shot down. From that time on aviation
became a sore spol to the Japamese, All aircraft arriviag at Hend-
erson Field subsequently carried out operations as efficiently as
the first group but undsr much better conditions, The forward
gchelon of Marine Alr Group 23 arrived without any ground crews
and no equipment. Service and maintenance was performed by a .
small detachment of men from Cub 1l assisted by all and any marine
who happened to be handy. To these men should go the credit for
alr operations in the first stages of the Guadalcanal campaign.

As equipment and personnel arrivcd the operations took on a more
organizcd aspsct and the results accordﬂnglv This force was com-—
posed. of Marine, Army, Navy and finally by New Zealand Air Force
pbrsonnul and cqulpmpnt

Activity at the Pagoda increased and it finally became
the control center for the entire air force on Guadalcanal until
naval bombardment forced it to be abandoned.

The newly arrived air arm distinguished itself immediate-
ly on the first day of Phase IV by attacking Japanese forces at
Tenaru and by engaging enemy aircraft.

Throughout the remainder of the Division occupation air-
craft carried on all types of operations including aerial combat,
strafing and bombing of enemy ground positions, reconnalssance
both land and sea, attacks on surfaﬂe vessels, food and message
drops and utlllty missions between the 1slands includiag the

rescue of stranded aviators and flights between the islands with
various officlals,

During the First llarine Division's stay on Guadalcanal
aviation based there destroyed 416 Japanese planes sank 21
Japanese vessels with the loss of 78 planes in combat the crews
of about 50 percent being saved,.

SSai—
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The princinal overations by Aviation are listed below from

Forward echelon of Marine Group 23 Commanded by
5Col., C.L, Fiko an¢ consisting of VMF 223
(19F4F4g) Commanded by Major J.L. Smith and
ViSB 232 (1233D-3s) Commanded by LtCol., R.C.
linpgrum arrived Hendergon Field.

First contact with enenmy alrcraft, one Zero shot
Jown our 1losses none.

Five P-400 of 67 Fighter Squadron arrived Henderson
Field. Enenmy losses 5 twin engine bombers, 5
single engine bombers and 11 land plane zeros,

Our losses & F4F4s.

At 0300 three SBD-3g bombed destroyers and scored
one hit, 0835 17 SBD-3s contacted encmy surface
force and scored two hits on cruiser of Jiutsu
class, belleved sunk; dircct hit on 14000 ton
transport; possible hit on another traasport; .
shot down 2 singl: float wlanvs.

Zneny losses 7 twin engine bombers and 5 land
plane zeros, Our losses one F4F4,

Nine P-400s arrived Henderson Field, the remainder
of the 67th Fighter Sauadron, U.S. Army Air Corps,

Thirteen S3D-3s attacked three large and one
small destroyers 70 miles north of Guadalcanal,
Three destroyers sunk, confirmed by coast watcher
on Santa Isabel,

Enemy losses 3 twin cngine bombers and 4 land
plane zeros, OCne bomber shot down by S0mm AA,
Our losses none, S '

Znemy losses 18 land nlane zeros. Four P-400s
lost 3 pilots missing, Zighte . n F4F4 and 12

SBDs rcar echelon of MAG 23 Cormmandcd by Colonel
W.J. Wallace arrived., VMF 224 Conmanded by

Hajor R.L. Galcr and VIi3B 233 Commanded by Hajor
L.0O, Smith, Calhoun (APD) sank by bombers, fight-

cr made no contact. w
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Three F4F4g lost on alert. No contact with enemy
believed cdue to faulty oxygen eguipment,

Eneny losses & twin engine bombers and 4 land
plane zercs. One twin engine bomber shot down
by €Cam AA, Our losses none,

. ,\ .
Brigadier General Geiger CO lst Mar Air Wing
arrived, Four F4F4s arrived,

S30a nombed and strafed Japauncse boats and
landing crar't at San Jorge Island.

Strafing attack on Jay landing boats near
Egperance, BSeveral boats sunk 1 F4F4 lost,
Enemy losses 2 twin enginc bombers and 1 gero.
Our lossss 1 F4F4,

Eleven S5BDs and 6 F4F4g attacked Gizo Harbor,

Strafing attack landing boats southeast tip of
San Isabel Island, Four F4F4g arrived.

Bombed Tagimboko preparatory to attack by lst
Raider Bn. Airfield in bad condition following
two days rain,

Enemy losses 5 twin engine bombers and 4 land
nlane zeros, Our losses 2 F4F4s, Fighter strip
vlaced in commission,

SBDs strafed and bombed Visale, Enemy losses
4 twin engine bombers and 1 land plane gzerc,
Our losses 1 F4F4, -Zffective air strength 11
F4F4g, 22 3BDs, 3 P-400s. Twenty four F4F4isg
from Saratoga Lt Comdr Simpler arrived.

Nine SBDs attacked Gizo. Tnemy losses 6 twin
engine bombers 1 land plane zero, Our losses
1 F4F4 pilot rescued. Twenty four F4F4s and 3
SBDs arrived.

Enemy losses 10 twin cagine bombers (3 by AA)
and 4 land plane zeros., Our losses 1 F4F4, 3 SBDs,
P-400g strafed landing craft near Tasimboko.

ey
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Znemy losses 4 twin engine bombers 4 land
Our losses 4 F4Fd4s,

Zeros,
SBDs and 6 TBFs arrived,

P-4008 etrafed enemy in rear of vnosition,
engine bomber (Focke-Wulf),
2 land vlane zeros, 4 float plane

losgss 3 Twin
fl\l* bivlanes,
LETOE .

Phvivtesn 33Dg and 5 TBFg
acorsd one torpedo
and 2 near mlsses on

TnrTes

hit
Strafing attack on eneny

Six TRFs arrived,

31

AJ.\ILTH-V 1 ( 4:>

wlane

1 8BD-3, Twelve

Enemy
9 single

attacked enemy surface
hit on cruiser, 1 bomb
second cruiser,

boats at Maravovo,
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EXTRACTS FRCM OPERATICNS DAILY JOURNAL
21 August

Message

From CG to Asst Div Comdr - Is there any hostile act-
ivity your area

From Asst Div Comdr to CG - Your 0530 negative/.

From Asst Div Comdr to CG - Nothiag to report X All act-
ion observed from here appear to be on your sice

From D-2 to D-3 - 1lst Regiment reports Japs laading
right now E of Beach Red (Col Frisbie)

From CG to Asst Div Comdr - At 1600 Love Calhoun Gregory
Little 40 tons food each arrive Ringbolt today

From Asst Div Comdr to CG -~ Your 210930 advise 1if these
vessels available transfer combat team 2 your side

From CG to Asst Div Comdr - Malaria control center re-
comuends chemo prophylaxis against malaria all forces

this area quinine grain six daily or atabriae two tab-
lete twice weekly

From Eng Patrol to CG - Kothing scen of encmy out here X
If you have anything for me scnd to 3-11

From CG to Aset Div Comdr - Seven hundred heavily armed
Japs attempted to break through position mouth of Tenaru
at Zero tweo hundred X Pollocks Bn fought them off till
daybrecak X Cresswsll crossed up river outflanked them
and with assistance of tanks decstroyed cntire force X
Our casualtics twenty cight killed seventy two woundcd

From Asst Div Comdr to CG - Combat Tcam 2 decparted
Tulagl for Guadalcanal 1930 on APDs

22 August
From Asst Div Comdr to CG - R,J, Canavan scaman flrst

class survivor from Higgins boat attack.d by Jap destroy-
er swam ashore hore X Belng rcturned to you
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From Asst Div Comdr to CG — Nothing to report X Pollock
Cresswell nice work best news yet/ -

Trom Asst Div Comdr to CG -~ Headouarters Second larines
reporting for duty 0700

From CG to Asst Div Comdr — Your 1018 welcome aboard
glad to have you here

From LtCol Cresswell to CG - Have reached and occupy line
of Ilu River to narrow neck Tenaru River at (62.8-115.5)
Co B (less one platoon one MG platoon Co D and tanks
crossing Ilu to reconnoitered unidentified boat at Kolil
Point X Light sniver opposition encountered at (62,9—
116.3) on Tenaru River

From LtCol Cresswell to CG - My #2, 22 Aug - 4 Japs kil-
led and 1 wounded in encounter near (62.9-116,3) Tenaru

River. No other opposition encountered. Request air

investigation of boat on tip of Koli Point if possible.
Units across Ilu ordered to return by 1500

Army P-400 arrived today Second group of airplanes
23 ‘August

From Air Patrol to CG - Two APDs and AK unloading Kukum
X One Blue class destroyer damaged dead in water Tulagl
X One Blue class destroyer proceeding across channel
toward Lunga Point midway in channel

From CG to Asst Div Comdr -~ Lakatol due arrive Ringbolt
25 August X Is 130 feet long single funnel has one mast
and replies to visual challenge int with word tom X Has
100 Ton food Eta 0830 X Will depart prior daylight day

‘following arrival Lakatoil painted mottled green

From Asst Div Comdr to CG - Supoly of TBX and TBY bat-
teries exceedingly low X Request supoly be sent first
opportunity X Could also use TBX hand generator and
generator cable

From Asst Div Comdr to CG - Aerial observation resumed
Florida Island overation mostly reconnaissance tomorrow
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“period Expect complete uhloading AK 2100 X Have copy

CTF62 Serial 0050 X Para 5 urgently recommend 1 battery
S5 inch Ringbolt X Para 4 and 5 enclosure recommends all
APDs embark Raider Bn for these operatioans uander your

>-control X Paras 8 and 13 details tomorrow X Did CT dash

2 arrive safely

From CG to Asst Div Comdr - two enemy crulsers three de-
stroyers four afirm prep headed this way X Can arrive
zero two nundred X Our planes going after them and many
others will join in

5 friendly Catalina PBYs will fly over at 2130 do not
Tfire on them X Ground crews will be working tonight on
fleld gassing planes lights will be used do not fire
on them :

Friendly planes expected over area in 15 minutes

From CG to Asst Div Comdr - Five Catalinas will pass
here at 2130 to attack hostile convoy

- From CG to CTF62 - DRX battery supoly Tare Baker Xray

Radio nearly exhausted X Request resucply carliest date
for Tifty sets Cactus twenty sets Ringbolt X Also Tare
Baker yoke batteries and field telephone wire X Large
supnly was on Alchiba X Replacement piston coanecting
rod and bearing assembly for Tare Baker William radio
also required

24 August

From CG to Asst Div Comdr — Your 252000 last question
affirmative

From CG to Asst Div Comdr — Plane search shows no hostile
force within radius of seventy five miles

From Asst -Div Comdr to CG - Your 0845 affirmative

From CG to Asst Div Comdr — Boat tomorrow to depart 0830
for Riangbolt with small aumber of personnel and batteriés
X Return by boat ten personnel for two seven zero set
third defense Horton and Josslyn X Boat will have plane
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coverage X Enemy vessels still near us but no definite
information X Had bombing attack this afternoon our loss
three fighters but got twenty one enemy planes and zeros
X Have recommended Edson mop up all outlying detachments
if favorable reply received here he should come here

for aerial reconnalssance

From Asst Div Comdr to CG - Situatioa normal X Resumed
Florida. patrols ‘

Seven destroyers or possibly cruisers shell positions a-
long beach X Slight damage and no known casualties X
Then moved to northeast

25 August

From CG to Asst Div Comdr - To much war today to send
boat X Destroyers shelled us last anight X Little damage
X Hostile carrier not far away X Planes looking for him
now ’

From Asst Div Comdr to CG - Your 241715 request 2 of-
ficers 2 NCOs Divieion QM Secction Period 2 NCOs Com-
migsary Scction 1 officer 2 NCCs Munitions Ssction X
Wire chief 6 telephone men and 7 radio operators X 10
field telephones X Lettcr follows others nceded

From CG to Asst Div Comdr - Did Lakaiol arrive
From Asst Div Comdr to CG - Your 250955 negative/nf

From Asst Div Comdr to CG - 2GJ5 reports 21 vlanes head-
ing southeast at 1100

Attacked by 21 bombers which dropped approximately 21
bombs with slight damage X No zeros encouatered

From D-4 to Asst Div Comdr - Do you require diesel oil
or 12 octane gasoline

From Asst Div Comdr to CG - Lieutenant Robert Reed shot
down Lengo Foint here alive and well

(4) ——
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o ANNEX I (CONT)

1930 From CG to Asst Div Comdr - Our planes bombed destroyers
which shelled us before daybreak got one hit X Did not
locate carrier but did find convoy several crulsers and
destroyers and four transports about one fifty miles
north of Savo Island headed this way X One large trans-—
port hit midship and left burning another transport hit
astern andé heavy cruiser hit badly and burning X Wide
search this afternaon well north of area revealed no
vessels but great arsas of wabter covered with oil

2133 From Asst Div Comdr to CG ~ All quiet Florida Island
patrol still out |
| i"26 August
0800 Proflhsst Div Comdr to CG - ALl quiet
0830 Froﬁ“CG to Asst Div Comdr -~ Have you any information con-

cerning operation or conccalment motor torpedo boats in
waters vicinity Florida Island

1123 From Asst Div Comdr to CG - Your two six zero elght three
zero negative X Three patrols still on Florida Island X
Will report results upon their return

1145 16 uailcdentified 2 engine bombers revorted headed tinls

way from New Georgia expected over this area in three
guarters of an hour :

1215 16 bombers escorted by twelve zeros attacked and bombed
positions X Slight damage to gasoline storage No known
casualties '

1345 From Asst Div Comdr to CG - Your 260945 Gregory and Lit-
tle at Tulagi Calhoun at Gavutu 21 August X Alhena at
Tulagi 22 August

1435 From Asst Div Comdr to CG — Your 251717 Urgently require
diesel 0il have plenty gasoline Major Enright

1600 - “From Asst Div Comdr to CG - Require urgent delivery forty

lister bags and Tifteen thousand tubes each calciunm
hyppchlorite and corthotoluene and sodium thiosulfate

ANNEX I (B) -/""
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ANNEX (CONT)

From Asst Div Comdr to CG - Your 261350 try following
aCdress Co rear echelon Firgst liarine Raider Ba care
CG American Divigion Numea Hew Caledonia

From Asst Div Comdr to CG - Plorida patrcls relieved X
Encountered few voorly equinned disorganized Japs X

%0 evidence torpedo boat operations X Recovered personal
effects of Richard Joseph Hamilton who was buried by
natives X All natives scsem layal and friendly X Have
prepared pick up ground X Request pick up ten hundred To-
morrow X Cbservation detachment will be established
Tanaluva Point tomorrow

27 August

From CG to Asst Div Comdr — How many boats have you by
class and what is their condition

st Div Comdr to CG - Smoke reported southend
land about twelve thirty daily last three days

€2 Ia|

rom Asg
avo Is
From CG to Asst Div Comdr — Lt Caldwell aviator reports
two landing boats 1a small cove north west tip Florida
Ieland X Does not know if they are our or not

From Asst Div Comdr to CG — Four twenty seven thirteen
twenty boats are establishing observatiocn detachment
Tanaluva Point *

From Agst Div Comdr to CG - Your 270735 total aumber
boat Ringbolt X WL 5 good condition 1 inoperative 1
decommissioned X TR 4 good 3 fair 1 decommissioned X

TP 3 gcod 3 fair X distinguish 7 good 7 fair 1 inopcr—
ative 3 decommissioned X engage and routine requirements
WL 5 TR 6 TP6 T 6 X Mo diesel fuel X Gober

All stations - Aircraft oroceanding Guadalcanal bombiang
attack cxpected about 1100 love X Stay clcar ficld un—
til it is over '

From Asst Div Comdr to CG -~ Situation uachanged X Re-
quest plane vickup message at 09C0 tomorrow
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ASHEX I (CONT)
28 August

~

iv Comcr to CG — Request plane drop dozen

bottles Paragoric

CG to Asst Div Comér - lurray making boat trip Ring-
This morning X HMessage pickuv by OLanc on arrlval
X Parapgcric with liurray

ng to CG —~ Information 1lst 3n I Comvaay
ong 1506 and trail about 600 yds scuth
age X Had contact withh small grou» this
1would OOﬁtdCt 1st Bn soon X

UJ<’.
l._h
O}'—'

From CG to Asst Div Comdr - Send Col Pewnvner anc Col Edson
here by boat tomorrow for conference X Rebturn Wasp air
director group to Cactus with llurray tomorrow

From 5th HMarines to CG -~ Have made coatact with Ccl
Buat and lst Bn X Request boats be sent to liatanakau
oroceeding to Matanakau immediately

From Asst Div Con
return this P.

t

From CG to Asst Div
return X Air coverage a,

From CG to Asst Div Comdr - Upon arrival AFDs
entire Railder Bn this island X Instruct Griffit

Uf
fro

C

4
10
m

report and Record of Events from Div Ha Company
Aug 8 to 13 ' :

Q RS request permission
v :
A

»

embark three reinforced rifle companies comolefe combat
echelon Bn Hg tomorrow night as »nlanined whicih will re-

turn

with

time

From

here for duty como’eulou operations remainder Bn
all equizment be prevared move here tomorrcw any
after arrival coavoy

Agst D v Comdr to CG - Recommend that ship unload-~

ing here snter harbor for rapidly handling suvplies X
2 diggins boats will guide ship in and oatrol harbor
entrance against motor torpedo boats X Can spare 40
cascs hand grenades and 50 cases 37mm cannister

amaex T o(7)
!
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ANNEX I (CONT)
29 August

A number of enemy planes possibly three bombed positions
around airfield drooped anproximately twelve bombs with
no dauage

onbers escorted by Zeros bombed positions
irt & X Droooed approximately 24 bonbs with
amage To ammunition dumps

ror 06 %o oLl Unite - All units will teke immediate
steps o improve protection for ammunition and fuel dumps,
Dumps will be duv in and exposed surfaces of cases and -
drums covered with a laye¢ of earth. The practice of
covering small aiﬂps with dried palm fronds will De
discontinued and all dump areas will be kept clear of
these and simllar inflammable materials.

From CG to Asst Div Comdr — Burrows Keopara and arirm
prep dogs are under orders to unload here during day-—
light and at Ringbolt during hours of darkness X They
will arrive Ringbolt this evening X Suggzest ualoading
effort be cn cargo you can use unloading minimum which

rmust be transferrsd here later

From USS BURROWS to 0& — 0O Guadalcanal / airport at-
tached to your comiand 1440

From Asst Div Comdr to CG - Convoy arrived 1800 Stack-
pole will leave on Burrows but Spencer deslres remaln

“ for present

From Asst Div Comér to CG —~ Five crulsers lafi Falsi at
Twelve thirty headed east at high speed X Rerpcritad by

coast watcher X Burrows aground south east end of Tulagl X

Unable get off before morning
30 August
Approximately eighteen bombers attacked our qnlps off

Red Reach X Calhoun sunk and otners escaped damage In
1226 dogfignt 18 Zeros were shot down

ATHEX I (8) p—
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ANNEXI (CONT)

From C& to Asst Div Comdr - Send fifty VBX fifty VF
mechanics X All aviation ordnance personnel Cactus .soon
8s possible

(Intevcep®; .. Submarine report east of Maio Island close
in shore

Fieor Asst v Gomcr t0 0& — Plan unload Budrrows to APDs
and Konara and send them Cactus daylight tomorrow fur-
ther unloading fto teach here X Attempt to pull Burrows

Do

off ten nunérad tomorrow

From Asst Div Comdr to CG - Unloading forward hold Bur—
rows to heighten bow X If floated there after will re—
load gear and depart Cactus X Letter on Little details

Our third group of planes arrived thls afternoon con-
slsted of SPDs (Dive Bombers) and Grumanns

31 August

From 0& to Asst Div Comdr - When transportation avail-—
able transfer First Parachute Bn to Cactus

(Intercept) Engine enemy seaplane shot down in flames

From C& to Asst Div Comdr - }y 301008 and 301033 con-
bined and paraphrase X To lighten bow forward hold
Burrows being unloaded X Will reload gear and depart for
Cactus if floated X Letter on Little

Erom Asst Div Comdr to'gG ~ Remainder Ralder 3n being
transfered Guadalcanal via Kopara and AFDs zarly tomorrow

From CG to Asst Div Comdr — ‘Send boat with incendiary
amnunition Cactus immediately utterly essential you
accord this priority over all o6ther activities

(Interoépt) - QOne enemy destroyer latitude 0630 long-
ltude 159 course true 300 speed 20 knote time 2045

From Asst Div Comdr to CG -~ Unsuccessful attempt pull

Burrows off X Continue unloading too beach X Try again
later today X Request prompt alr warning and maximum

E aandl

a

ANNEX I (9)
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coverage Burrows
1350 From CTFG63 to C& (All Island 3ases) Three squadrons in-
dicated compose first'attack group 201 cruiser light en-

emy latitude 03022 longitude 159030 course (true) 310
tinme Z325 ;

1620 From 4 to Div Comdr - Negat incendiary X Send
stavrier 2v 150 v
1625 Frow US3 Gwvegory o 06 — At 1146 one four six plane

crashed in vertlcal dive about one mile from this ves—
sel then about midway between Lunga Point and Savo Is~
land X Did nof hurn :

1625 (Intercept) to all ships and stations One enemy destroy—
er latitude 0300 longitude 15910 bearing (relative)
255 speed 18 knots X Tlme 10 1love I am still on m1551on
agsligned

1820 From Asst Div Comdr to /GG - Two yoke roger boats leave
here sixteen thirty with incendiary ammunition X Have
boat meet thnem to guide them to landing

1845 From CG to Asst Div comdi — Di& the Betelgeuse arrive
if so at what time

2300 From Asst Div Cowmdr to CG - Betelgeuse arrived 1700
X Burrows made unsuccessful attempt to pull off X
Claims would have succeeded with aid ships pull astern
X Will try again later X No pumping fuel oil aboard X
80 percent cargo unloaded X Request CTFS2 be notified

1 September

0020 From Asst Div Comér to (G - Mag 23 Guadalcanal no re-
" peat no starter cartridges available X Possibly 900
in squadron gear X Rewalnder believed aboard Long Island
with pyrotechnics X Sugzest action be taken obtain .else-
where X If emergensy contact Tank Bn Guadalcanal X Under—
stand they use sare type cartridge X Ammunition and oxygen
on Betelgeuse 5collins

ANNEX I (10)
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0215

1100

1145

1335

1340

1520

0245

0515

1012

1035

From Asst Div Comdr to CG = Relay following from Bet-
elgeuse to CTF62 X On schnedule the Betelgeuse and Men—
ley arrived 2irst destination

(Intercoent) Seven enemy destroyers bearing (true) late-

Ltude & longltude 15747 Button enemy course 306 report
weather conditions low attacking 0930

Foow Leet DLy Comdr o GG - For Col Wallace X Two thous-
and startlen cariridges leaving immediately on Gregory
bellieve otner elznt thousand can be located

From 3ase Radlo %o CG - White flares sighted in small
bay on San Cristobel Island position of 10 degrees 34
minutes south latitude 161 degrees 32 minutes east lat—
1tude 5 men on shore with yellow life raft believed to
be americans continuing search

From AirReconnaissance to C&F - I am returning to ship
time of arrival 1710 with Clark sguadron 14.and .8 oth-
ers one injured

From Betelgeuse to C& - For ComGen Cactus X Request air
search eastward tarough Lengo around Maulaca and north
west end of San Cristobal X Desire report prior depart-~
ure eighteen hundred love today One Sept

2 Seﬁtember

From CG %o Asst Div Cdmdr - Two enemy crulsers and one
ransport off Talvu Point X May have landed froops X
Live bombers attacking:

Unknown number of enemy planes bombed our gositions last
night with slight damage

From CG& to Asst Div Comdr — Destroyers landed more Japs-
at Taivu Point last nignt X Have Paraciaute 3n ready to
join Edson X Will send APD!s as soon ag pnssible

From Asst Div Comdr to C& — Burrows still azround X Con-
tinuing unloading X Urgently need Paragoric

ANNEX I (11)
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ANNEX I (CONT)

From Alr Reconnaissance to CG -~ Enemy vessel latitude
0715 1ongitude 15830 Time 2310

«(Intercept) Investlgating susplclous vessels latitude

240 longitude 16018
(Interoept) Opposed by enemy destroyer bombing it

From Alr Net t6 G& ~ Three possible battleship or heavy
orulser anchor Kleta X Have been opposed by AA Cmmf;Lre

(Interoept) DrOpped number of bombe in attack as in-
dicated X Returnlng to base

(Intercept) One enemy transport hit X No other vessel
sighted 2325 :

From GG to All Unité'~ The use of palm fronds to cam-
ouflage ammunition gasollne and other stores will be
disoontlnued as it . tends to spread fires

From Asst Div COmdr t0 ¢G ~ Burrows afloat at eigﬂteen
hundred X Request CTF62 be notified

From Task Unit 62, 2 ,4 to .All QG Shore Bases ~ Submarine
eneny fired torpedo Rlnvbolt X Searching

Eighteen bomgers esoorted by zeros bombed positions a-
round the airfield witn slivnt damage %9 f.el dugps Few
personnel injured

3 September

From Base Radio to CG ~ Strafed three enemy landing boats
latitude 068 (may be garbled) degrees 20 minutes south
latitude 160 degrees 40 minutes east Time 2000

(Intercept) Two men 1n small boat latitude O7$5~long~
itude 164 degrees 54 (may be garbled) minutes Time
2140

From Asst Div Comdr to GG =~ Please inform us when Red
condition is no longer in effect

ANNEX I (12)
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ANHEX I (CONT)

Prom Asst Div Comdr to CG - Burrows ran aground second
time last night X Will transer Parachute Bn by YPs this
morning X Your two two zero zero negative

{z nteﬂceﬂt) One unidentlfied alrecraft latitude 7 -long-
itude 16145 i

From- O” to Asst Dwv Gomdr « Have Radar equipment found
Gavutu shipped 24 .699n as practicable to Naval reaearch
lab aq cestia dog cast X Make reference ComSoPac twenty
six eighiteen ﬁapﬂcea X Inforr winen and how gshipped X
Include any y'ﬁnm found

From Base Radio to: Cu - Cactus fuel low

From Base Radio to° CG - Dropped two depth bombs sub-
merged submarine no results latitude 0421 longitude 159
oppose

(Intercept) Off Cactus all OK fourth fighting plane still
in alr believe will make it

Shelled by submarlne X Fﬂred approximately six or eight
shells with no damage

From CG to Asst DLV Comdr — For Comminron one Cast tare
fox six two in his 'zero two zero five three eight .re-
leases Little and Gregory to Cactus X Desire embark de-—
tachment Raiders this evening X Please lssue necessary
orders to accompliéh this

4 September

irom Little and uregory to CG ~ CTF62 050916 X Reportlng
HG

From GG to Asst Div Comdr — Did Little”and'Gregory‘re~r

main Ringbolt throughout the night

From Asst Div Comdr to CG — Due expected arrive other
ships today impractical unload Fomalhaut tonight

Report from Lt., Baldwin - AT OS&O‘spotted one landing

ANNEX T (1,3) -
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ANNEX I (CONT)

boat about 5 miles west of Ortega Channel on Santa Is-
abel X Boat camouflaged with trees and branches X Strafed
and dropped 100 1b bomb very close X Boat was beached and
men hook she 7teﬂ in trees.X Boat badly shot up X One
large boan similar to a tug located in a cove about &
miles wesh of Ortega Straight X Dropped one 500 1b bomb
very close o 1t X My wing men CacCafferty also dropped

a 500 1h homb but 3id non observe results X gtrafed

avout 7 o £ landing ooats whlch were beached X Finisined
ac ey Y sred to field at 0930 X Latitude & de-
grees tw v winutes Longitude 159 degrees 20 minutes
gouth “Pu eaa\ . '

An sending 12 vombers to attack immediately X Suggest
that report be made immediately to Admiral McCalin

From Asst Div Comdr to CG - PBY arrived 1030 ready for
operations on your flash

From Asst Div Comdr to CG - Will Fuller arrive here to~
night for unloading

From Asst Div comdrjto CG - Your 040820 affirmative
Ref: Did Little and Gregory arrive

From Asst Div Qomdr'fo GG = Thirty caliber heavy machine
gun ammupnition cnest velts and loading machine urgently

needed X Request all available be sent X Believe two

“dash five may be in excess

From CG to Asst Div Gomdr «— If Little and Gregory are
in harbor direct uriffltu to suomlt report on days oper-
ation X Advise

From Asst Div Comdr ﬁQ CG ~ YP boats will move to Cactus
for unloading tomorrow X One has been agroumnd all day

From N0B to CG and eol Edson - Little and Gregory will
patrol in Lunga Bay and to north west tonlght. ‘

Wrom Asst Div Comdr to GG - Burrows discharging here to-
night X ¥Ps to Cactus tomorrow mornlng with cargo X
Fomalnaut anchored

ANNEX T (14)
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ANNEX I (CONT)
5 September |

Qur pOSlthnS shelled by several destroyevs approx1mately
fifteen minutes

From CG to Asst Div Comdr - Is PBY still there X Have
been attempting all night to communicate with him

(Intercept) from Air Command -~ Five enemy ships sinelled
Guadalcanal at 0100 X Have illuminated have been op-
posed by AA fire

(Intercept) Five enemy ships. shelled Cactus at 0100
love X Reported retiring at 0230 X Report any contact
(with) force radio Cactus for action contact (with)
attack groups

(Intercept) Five enemy ships anchored Cactus at 0100
love X Reported retiring at 0230 X Report any contact
this force radio Cactus for actlon maintain contact
guide attack groups.

(Intercept) From Alr Reconnaissance to Radlo Guadalcanal
- Latitude degrees 5 degrees 30 minutes longltude
158338 enemy shivs course 290 speced 20 knots

From Asst Div Comdr to CG — Your 041835 resident com-
missioner gave us code word X also assigned call baker
inter tare X Now able to decipher coded messages X
Lack of operators and facilities for charging batteries

makes continuous watch lupossible X Am listening to skeds
only

From Commander Dexfter To CG - Request Com@Gen come aboard
for conference unit commanding officer

Burrows via Comdr Dexter -~ If you desire to confer with
Commanding General come ashore

From Asst Div Comdr to C& -~ Lt Cobb in Catalina reports
observation bombardment Kukum Beach 0210 X Laid curtailn
flares seaward eneuy ship believed crulser exploded burn-
ed and sunk X Another ship burned sanort period X Were

ANNEX I (15)



RORET ANNEX I (CONT)
total five ships two or three twin turret snips X En-

‘countered AA fire no damage X Ships retired westward
along shore line X Sugsest further detalls your obser—

vations :

1400 (Intercent) Enemy 4 engine seaplane latitude 0830
course 260 Time 1245 Love

2045 " From USS Fomalhaut to GG - Please report movement Fom-
alhaut 21d escort to force (ommander

2045 Frou Asst Div (omdér %o CG ~ PBY damaged wing and rudder
fueling X Unaple operate tonignt X Possibly repalr to-
morrow '

20560 From Asst Div Comdr %to CI -~ Nothing to report

1315 Unknown number of pombers and zeros were reported over

Guadalcanal dropped bombs along beach near Kukum X
Two bombers and one zero was shot down

6 September

0700 From D-4 to Asst Div Comdr -~ Advise by dispatch amounts
motor gas motor lube kerosene required by October first X
Dicsel may be obtained by refilling drums on AZs

1005 (Intercent) from Air Reconnasissance to Radio Guadalcanal
— Two enemy destroyers position 810 south 158 10 east
course 290 spced 15 knots 145 miles from Cactus

1045 (Intercept) From Air Reconnaissance Cne enemy Tlying
boat three pursuit latitude 730 longitude 157 40 course
135 Time 845 . : : :

1217 From ComAlrsopac to C& - (Radio Guadalcanal) Ten to
twelve landing boats in bay latitude 0815 loagltude
159 19 _

1155 From C& to Asst Div Comdr - 8ix option sall two unit

planss are to be flown in and based Ringbolt probacly
arriving 8th or 9th X Please direct necessary facliltllies
for moving and care of crews

ANNEX I (16)
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ANNEX I (CONT)

(Inﬁercepﬁ) Attacking four engine seaplane latitudes.
longitude 163 050

(Intercept) Have ambulance at 3V40 AET 0142

7 September

From Ass®t Div Comdr to CG - Two WLs departed Ringbolt
Tor Cacuus (835 with gasoline trucks and other aviation

S L S
masoverlatls

Froo D-4 To 217 Units - Pire truck is now available on
call and may be procured by calling Triangle (Refer to
message)

(Intercept) 18 Landing barges 1 Torpedo boat on beach
latitude 0830 longitude 159 38 strafed for twenty min-
utes damage unknown 0930

-From Asst Div Comdr to CG - Unidentified motor sounds

reported southwest of Tanavula Point

From D-4 to Asst Div Comdr -~ Fuller and Bellatrix due .
Ringbolt dark elghth X Bellatrix may need working party
for holds

(Intercept) Bombing enemy submarine latitude 07 12
longitude 163 15

(Intercept) Znemy submarine previously reported will
not submerge dropped 2 bombs no damage X Visible lati-
tude 7 12 longitude 163 14 X I am proceeding to base

8 September

From Raider Bn to CG ~ First wave landing 0520 X Second
coming ashore 0615 X No opposition X Speed embarkation
we are moving out

From Raider -3n to CG - Repeat bombing mission 0745 X
Ten minute concentration X Troops apparently well armed
and equipped

”

SANny
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(Intercept) Ballard proceed rescue best speed 11
9 keep contact until tender arrive

Frem Reider Bn to CG ~ For lst Mar Div BT came 1n back
door ¥ Overrzn two field pleces X Enemy withdrawing %o
Tasgimboko strength unknown but evidently aboutl as es—
timeted ¥ Xeep bombers in 2ir and give us mission soon
as pooasibls X Two crews o work guns would be valuarle
Froo 8 oo fhoider Bn . Yen planes in three sections will
continually sun T you X Have another squadron in case

ol emergercy o over you 1n about one nour X

Fiyer having ty identifying troops X One reports

iles southwest Tasimboko X Will hit

Thean 17 you say 80
Frou Raider Bn GF - Request bombing mission coord-
lnated with shell fire upon landing boats X APD gilve
Time X Have captured one more 7dmm X AT least 1000
life preservers overrun X Can troops ve landed west of
Tasimboko X If not request instructlions regarding my
embarkation

t = i
[k ®)

From C& to Railder Bn - Landing troops west of Tasimboko
not practicacle X Reembark your battalion and return
to Kukum.

From C& to Ralder Bn -~ Planes on station returned be-
cause of weather X Others standing by 1f needed to cover
your reembarkation X 3e certain to intercept ramp boat
sent to get JI7mm gun X Report completlon rcembarkation
85 planes can it any target seen

From Ragider Bn to C3 -- Captured 46 field pleces X Ad-
vancing slowly against machine gun and rifle fire X
Estimate at least 1000 well armed well equipped troops X
Present position untenable after dark without landing
and attack on other flank by additional troop X Have

not yet reached Tasimboko need continual air support on
enemy wroops and must withdraw shortly X Hogtile pres-—
¢rure increasing request instructions

From (G to Raider Bn - Instructions to withdiraw and reem—
bark already issued your 1124 -

ANNEX I (18)



1155

1200

1220

1305

2021

2130

J .«

ANNEX I (CONT)

(Intercept) Crew rescued I am returning to ship Time of
arrival 1207 :

From CG to Planes - APDs have located Jap landing boats
Tney will open fire to indicate location planes destroy
boats (Phoned to Pagoda) 1150

From CG to Raider 3n - In order give better air support
your withdrawal X Define your position with respect
eastern end Tasimboko village :

From Ralder Bn to ¢G =~ Immediate front am approaching
east end Tasimboko with two companies third commeany
moving in from south X Center to western edze village
satisfactory targets '

(Intercept) Motor patrol boat Latitude 455 Longitude 162
90 attacking ‘ '

From CG to Ralder Bn-((Col Edson) Your 1430 reembark

.and return to Kukum X Well done

From Raider Bn to CG ~ Japs withdrew to southwest no
contact since 1230 anm destroying Tasimboko and as much
property as possible X Will reembark about 1530 unless
you desire we remain here until tomorrow

From Base Radio to All Ships = Enemy submarine sighted
8 September position 11l 45 south 163 43 east

From CG to Asst Div Comdr - Any damage X Answer afirm— .
ative or negative plain language

From Asst Div Comdr to CG - Interrogatory all clear In-
terrogatory '

From Asst Div Comdr to GG - Your one nine four three
negative

From CG to Asst Div Comdr -~ Ten DDs one crulser headed
thls way cen arrive about zero one hundred X Fuller
and destroyers have been ordered to leave ares '
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ANgEX T (CONT)

From CG to Asst Div Comdr -~ Yoke preps proceeding Ring-
bolt two one three zero

From C& to Asst Div Comdr - Report immediately time de~
parture Fuller and convoy

From Asst Div Comdr to CG — Your 2216 departed 2130
9 september

Planes attacked and bombed Tulagi Harbor from 0010 to
0100 with slight damage to YP boat

From Asst Div Comdr to CG - Surface vessel shelling Tul-
agl Harbor

From Asst Div Comdf to CG -~ Your 2015 P3Y departed Ring-
bolt 2400 .

From Asst Div Comdr to CG -~ Unidentified aircraft head-
ed toward Guadalcanal

From ComAirSoPac to CG - Nine enemy ships latitude south
0820 longitude east 157 50 report by BLl7

From ComAirSoPac to CG ~ One Battlesalp seven cruisers
AA Heavy short force (Is one or part of one previously
reported)

From Asst Div Comdr to CG — Two planes lights on under
1000 feet dropped number of bombs as indicated X Two

bombs near Fuller at 1915 X Ho damage zero zero thlrty
started search Tulagl Harbor YPs entering Harkor fired
on by hostile ship X YP hit seriously damaged run aground
X Casualties two seriously wounded one missing

From ComAirSoPac to Radio Guadalcanal - Enemy course 270

Approximately twenty five planes attacked and bombed
positions around airfield with no damage

N‘IA
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CANNEX I (CONT)
10 September

Snhips shelled Tulagil Harpor from 0015 to 0130 X No dam~
age ' ‘

From CG to Asst Div Comdr — Report damage resulting host-

ile bombardment tonight

From Asst Div Comdr to C& - Your 0510 none

From CG to Asst Div Comdr - Naval gunfire observed about

0015 to 0130 X Was Tulagi shelled X What vessels spent

last night in Harbor

From Asst Div Comdr to CG - Jap destroyers fired about
50 rounds into Tulagi Harbor at 0015 X 2 YP boats in
Harvor X No casualties no damage

From Asst Div Comdr to C& -~ One YP with elements Third
Defense and three WLs with aviation gear enroute Cactus
this AM. X YP prospect ghelled agdlu last night Total
loss

From Asst Div Comdr to CG - YP 239 departed for Cactus
1015 provide air coverage

From Asst Div Comdr to C& - Twenty Six bombers passed

- directly over Tulagi 15000 feet headed Southeast X

Dropped one bomb in water near Blue Beach and two more
mid -channel Tulagl - Guadalcanal X Twenty bombing planes
returned over east Florida Island and headed west X Re~
auest your divflash alr warnings and all clears X Have
recelved some S

Twenty seven nlanes attacked and tombed positions around
airfield X Slight damage and several personnel casualties

From CG to All Units present Guadalcanal - Division CP
officially closed at M320360 and reopened at 60.6 — 114.7
(1330 official time)

(Intercept) Attacking enemy plané patrol
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ANNEX I (CONT)

From Asst Div Comdr to £G - Due failure land Fiftn De-
fernse 40mm request permission retain four twentymm

dual Third Defense here X One YP with elements Third De—
fense 3 WL3 and 2 TRs to Cactus tomorrow A.M.

From CG to Asst Div Comdr -~ Your one nine f¢ve Zerc re-—
tain three pedistal mount twenty Hm

11l September

From Rase Radlo to CG Island Bases and All U.S. Naval
Shipe ~ Znemy destroyer and cargo vessel bearing (true)
093 bombing

Enery combers escorted by unknown number of zeros at-
tacked and bombed positions around airfield X Several
personnel casualties

(Intercept) Pnoned to Base Radio to CG and All U.S. Nav-
al Ships - Investigating suspicious vessels latitude
206 longitude 160 40 - :

From Radio Honolulu to ComAirSoPac All Ships and CG
Island 3ases - Sight enemy plane latitude 0520 longltude
163 35 Time 1335 Course 255 Speed 130 )

Froi Base Radio to CG ~ Sighted approximately 50 eneny
alrcraft Lunga Polnt at 16000 fecet was enédddd (Inter—
CuOt)

From ComhAirsoPac to Redlo Guadalcanal-Request MO's and
Trecouency from radio Guadalcanal ‘

12 Sentember

From CompAilr3opaec to GG and All Islend Bases — Am being
snelled

(Intercept) Attacked by encuy plancs Phoned to Pagoda
at 0800

(intercept) Three énemy crulsers and one ds stroyp” at
0750 X Latitude 0757 longitude 157 40 Course 300 acs Erecs
X We were upon and missed continuing such

Phoncéd to Pagoda at 0910
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1028 (Intercept) To Radio Guadalcanal - Two transport two
destroyer enemy latitude south 06 40 longitude east
15& 10 Course 060 Speed 20 knots
210 from Cactus 2155 GCT
Phoned to Pagoda 1020

1150 Aporoximately twenty seven btombers escorted by zeros at—
tacked and bombed positions around ailrfield X Slight dam~
age and several personnel casualtles X Dropped several
incerdiary bombs

1222 From VB to Field Hospital - Send ambulance to Raider CP
at once ‘
1300 From C& to All Units ~ The enemy is known to be operai—

ing actively on both flanks of our position X The sit-
vation demands aggressive patrol activity by all units
in order to gain informetion and restrict hostlile
freedom of movement X In some instances patrols sent

out have been tooc small to accowplish this combat mis—
sion X hereafter, in the absence of specific authority
from this Headquarters, no patrol which is less than one
Rifle Comnany in strengtin will be sent beyond close
supporting distance of our front lines

1355 From CG to CO 5th Marines —~ Reinforce 1lst Amphlbian
Tractor 3n with one 60mm section for outpost duty prior
1600 X Pass to Tractor CP

1425 From All U.5. Neval Ships to CG Island Bases -~ One en-
- enmy carrier one crulser courge 195 Speed 18 knots turn-
ing into wind

1700 From ComSoPac to CG All Island Bases Investigating sus-—
picious vessels latitude Ol3 04 longitude 167 &0

18156 From D-4 to Asst Div Comdr -~ Fuller due to arrive Tulagl
asbout 0800 14 September

1150 From ComAirSoPac to Any or AlLL US Ships and CG All Is-
land RBases - %
51 P 7 contact with carrier belleved 0720 soutin 168 50
east ’

—
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ANNEX T (GCONT)

Positions shelled by aporoximately 4 destroyers and 2
crulsers X Firing continued until 0330 X Cruiser planes
flew over area until daybreak

From Base Radio to GG - Am attempting to reestablish con-
tact 2 ships Bearing 0l) Distance 320 Course 268 8peed
20 knots

13 September

From Asst Div Comdr to CG =~ Qur 5 inch illuminated sus-
pected hostile ships wiich appeared to be very fast
and maneuverable

From Base Radio to CG - Two enemy ships may pass close

to Apricot about 0200 Love 13th garbles threatened re-
turning Button Whlte made report{ immediately air borne X
Otherwise take off at dawn for garbles alroraft at Vanlkr
maneuvered plane bombing daylight for Button

From CG %o Asst Div Comdpy -~ Lobs of fireworks here but
we are alright X How are you

(Intercept) Ampaibian planes at Racido Bay

From Asst Div Comdr to CG - Watched your show but no
hosgtile fire here X YP departed 0730 X Third Defense

move complete today X Will work on aviation material with
YP's and when Fuller unloaded will resume WL's and TR's

From ComAirsoPac to CG Island Bases - Investigating sus-
Plclous vessles 9 degrees 30 minutes latitude 166 degrees
40 minutes longitude

From ComAirSoPac¢ to CG Island Beses - Four engine vpomber
tearing 324 distance 530 miles from Button

From Comdr Dexter to CG'* Don Innes picked up by YP 239
and landed at Kukum X Sent to Division Fileld Hospital
with buprns X Dexter

From Base Radlo to CG@ All Island Bases - Two enemy cruls—
ers 930 166 40 Course 30 Speed 20 knots
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1240 (Intercept) Sighted Ten eneuy ships latitude 07 longiltude
16 % : :
1400 From Base Radlo to CG - Four more ships sighted may be

more types also unknown smoke on norizon in two places
latitude 0700 longitude 164 05 X Ten miles-east wo more
‘Ships

1430 From ComAirSoPac to CG Shore Bases -~ Attacked by air-
: craft enemy float seaplame latitude 07 longitude 163

1500 From Base Radio to CG - Thirteen enemy ships Course 160
Speed 25 knots two éruisers in column two destroyers
and three cruisers column clocse screen of six destroyers
force .

1610 (Intercept) Many unidentified (ships)? latitude 6 045
longitude 163 048 ' '

1710 (Intercept) Sight one engine landplane bedring 345
' Distance 200 unidentifiled

1807 From 2nd Bn Fifth Marines to QG - Lines esﬁablished 8-
-long road and in field as directed X 60 x 3 / 114 x 6

1900 From Asst Div Comdr to CG - Estimated 45 days ration on
hand X More accurate count follows few days X YP de-
parts 0730 with aviation material will need working
party on board
Request air coverage .

2100 Approximately ZlOJ positions were attacked by Japanese
troops X Several patrols were reported and contact was
made with various battalions X Continued throughout the
night X Several casualties were reported

14 September

- 01058 From CG to Asst Div Comdr -~ Send one Battalion Cactus
this morning ‘ _ -

0245 From Asst Div Comdr to CG - Your 140105 request refer
us use Fuller prior unloading X Advise
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'From Asst Div Comdr to CG ~ YP departed with one Rifle

Company less one platoon at 0730 X Also aviation ammun-—
ition

From CG to Asst Div Comdr ~ Had hard fight here last
night with force which attempted to come 1in our rear
and on right flank X Condition satisfactory but need
more infantry X Explain to escort commander urgency of
getting battalion here X Reply iln clear yea or no if -

he will bring them

From Com8cPac to Radlo Guadalcanal - One small unldent-
ified aircraft latitude 10 30 1ongltude 168 72 Course
120

From Asst Div Comdr to'CG'w Request maximum time alir
warnings today for btenefit Fuller X Fuller listened
Division net ? call Afirm Baker

(Intercept) Unidentified single float seaplane latltude
9 13 longitude 163 05

From CG to Asst Div Comdr - Will battalion referred to
in my 0800 arrive today

From ComAirSoPac to CG Island Bases and All Ships ~'
One carrier enemy three crulsers enemy four destroyers
latitude 0630 longltude 164 17 Course (true) 160 Speed
(knots) 25 .

__From-Asst Div Comdr %to CG ~ Your 1lzZz24 afirmative

From ComSoPac to ComAirsSoPac Info CTFE1l, 62 —~ Can you
gearch sector 015 to 045 from Button? X Unengaged planes
too sure enemy force approaching from that sector

From Ass?t Div Comdr to CG ~ Your 0850 X Am using Bel~
latrix X Departed about 1430

From CG to All Units — Division CP will be temporarily
located at o0ld location until further orders

From CG to Asst Div Comdr ~ Expedite transfer remainder. -
battalion Cactus in yoke prep boat early tomorrow morn-—

ing
E
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ALNEX T (CONT)

15 September

‘From Asst Div Comdr to CG — Fuller and escort with work-

ing party departed X Destination unknown X Bellatrix

- and escort have departed X Third Defense Battallon Sec-

ond Marines avtoard X Where abouts unknown

From Asst Div Comdr to GG - Bellatrix departed sixteen

- hundred X Part of Battalion loaded X Have boalts ready to

unload X Will send remainder yoke prep tomorrow

From CG to Asst Div Comdr - YP with troops landed heré
last night
Also sent %o Bellatrix

From Asst Div Comdr to CG ~ Due present emergency has
ordered use of damaged YP X Navy here ordered not to
use by Navy Guadalcanal

From CG to All Units - Hereafter all reports made by
unlt observers of personnel regarding presence or pProx—
imity of nostile aircraft will first be made directly.
to the Pagoda by the person concerned

From Asst Div Comdr to CG - Two YPs with ? gas and re-
mainder 24 Bn 24 Marines two WLs dash one Tr with aviat-
lon material depart for Guadalcanal tomorrow Al X Re-
quest air coverage from 0700
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